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THE SMALLEST ANGEL

Nativity at the EP primary school
A large cast of infant
children in the most
beautiful costumes
from all around the
world performed a lovely
version of the Christmas

Story at the EP School.
They sang very
harmoniously, said
their parts faultlessly,
and the narrators read
very confidently.

There was movement
and dancing from
groups representing:
China;Spain;
Scotland;America
(Indians); Switzerland;

and Hawaii. It was a
fun performance for
both the performers
and the audience
which
eventually
ended with the smallest

Angel awaking at the
stable, the best place to
be in the world, having
missed out on all the
other wonderful places
represented.

The children performing in front of parents and friends

The children in Chinese costume

Children dressed as American Indians
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Dear
Village....
The views expressed in letters
to the editor are not necessarily
those of the newspaper, the
editor or persons working for
the newspaper. The editor
retains the right to cut or
otherwise amend any letter
published. Letters must contain
your name, address and
telephone no., all of which
may be withheld at your
request.

PIGEON
PROBLEM
A couple of days before
Christmas, a pigeon with
white tail feathers
arrived in our kitchen
and perched happily on
the light fitting. We only
noticed when droppings
on the table prompted
us to look up!! It must
have flown through the
open door unnoticed.
We were able to tempt it
onto our hands, using
seed, and carried it into
the garden. It has now
taken up residence on
our back windowsills,
despite efforts to
encourage it to leave! I
am sure that someone

CYCLE
FOUND
A small child’s cycle was
found in the grounds of
the Parish Church before
Christmas and put in the
church for safe keeping.
Contact 529155 with
identification details to
claim it.

must be wondering why
their homing pigeon
hasn’t come home. We
are very flattered that
this little chap wants to
spend time with us, but
our sills are now inches
deep in guano and
something needs to be
done!! I hope we may
find this fellow’s owner
but if not, can anyone
who keeps pigeons
either advise a plan of
action or give him a good
home!
Pauline Gill
27 Front Street
Lanchester

LANCHESTER PLUMBING & HEATING
CORGI & OFTEC REGISTERED ENGINEER
FROM A LEAKING TAP TO COMPLETE CENTRAL
HEATING INSTALLATION
NO JOB TOO SMALL
FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTE OR FREE ADVICE
WITH NO CALL OUT CHARGE CALL BARRY ON

01207 528139 OR 077 17 17 47 39

Alan Madrell Coach Tours
Dance Away
Those Winter
Blues
Sequence & Old Time Dancing Weekend
23rd-26th February Callander Scotland
B&B & Evening Meal £130 per person
Bargain Spring Break Glenshee & Royal Deeside
23rd-26th March £120 per person
Easter in Norfolk & Sandringham
6th-9th April £160 per person
Stratford upon Avon & The Cotswolds
11th-14th May £140 per person

2007 Tours Brochure Out Now
0191 3733145
3 Ivy Terrace Langley Park Durham DH7 9XW

The Village Voice Page 2

THE
VILLAGE
VOICE

IT'S ALL
ABOUT PEOPLE

GET HELP TO STOP
SMOKING
From Saturday 20th
of January 2007
Lanchester Pharmacy
will be able to give
Stop Smoking advice
on Saturday mornings
from 10.00 am to 12
noon.
In 2006 the NHS stop
smoking service in
Derwentside trained
some more health
professionals to make
their services more
accessible and help
local people stop
smoking. This has
gone hand-in-hand
with the development
of
a
range
of
community based
services, available at
various different times
throughout the area.
The latest addition to
these services is the
Saturday morning
service.
The much-enlarged
Derwentside National
Health Service stop
smoking
advice
service helped six
hundred and eight
people
to
stop
smoking last year, and
statistics show that
you are four times
more likely to be
successful if you
access one of these
services rather than
trying to go it on your
own. Now you can
have free support and
advice around how to
quit, with regular
follow up Nicotine
Replacement Therapy
(NRT), if appropriate.
Patients who want to
use Zyban or Champix
to aid their attempt will
have
to
access
support through their
General
Practice

doctors as these are
only available, if
appropriate,
on
prescription.
In addition to support
through
General
Practices
and
c o m m u n i t y
pharmacies there are
also group sessions
available in Consett
and Stanley. All you
need to do is phone
the
NHS
stop
smoking service on
01207 523 628 or
01207 523 627 to book
your place.
If you stop smoking:
q
within
20
minutes your blood
pressure and pulse
would return to
normal;
q
after 1 hour
your
circulation
would
start
to
improve;
q
after 1 day
your lungs would
work better;
q
and after 6
months the risk of
getting heart disease,
cancer and other
smoking
related
diseases begins to fall.
It doesn’t matter how
old you are or how long
you
have
been
smoking for, quitting
can still make a
difference to your
health and quality of
life.
If you need help giving
up smoking then
contact your local GP
surgery or Lanchester
Pharmacy, or call the
Derwentside NHS stop
smoking service on
01207 523 628 or 01207
523 627. Or of course,
you can use willpower
and save time.

THE
VILLAGE
CALENDAR
Once again the Village
Calendar will be
displayed in the
Community Centre,
near the entrance to
the Dining Room.
Organisations are
asked if they will enter
their events, to which
the public are invited,
on the new 2007
calendar. It is hoped
that this will avoid
clashes where several
events happen on the
same date.
The Village Calendar
has been in existence
for many years now. It
was devised in order
to give organisations
within the village the
opportunity to inform
others when a function
was to be held. By
entering the date and
venue on the calendar
it is then possible for
other organizations to
see what is planned
and gives the chance
to avoid holding an
event at the same time.
During the last year or
two, the calendar has
not been well used and
this has resulted in an
occasional clash of
events.

IMBOIC
Bridie or Bridget,
who had used a
white rod to freeze
the seeds in Winter,
uses a green willow
rod to quicken seeds
on Imboic, the 1st of
February. Look out
for her as you go
round the village;
she takes the form of
a white bird, cow,
snake, swan, or wolf.

DLI 68 MUSTER
The DLI 68 group
celebrated another
successful year by
mustering in the
Community Centre
during the week-end
of 6th and 7th of
January. The main
event was on the
Saturday evening,
when a buffet meal
was enjoyed and
those officers and
men who had served
the regiment well
received appropriate
rewards from their
commanding officer,
Captain Robert Yuill.
The evening ended
with a ceilidh to
music provided by
the
group
‘ T w i d d l i n g
Thumbs’.

Young members of DLI 68 gently roistering at their annual dinner. One is pointing to the pile of
shakos, or military headgear, piled in the middle of the table.

LILYDALE PET SUPPLIES
Established in Lanchester 1995
NOW STOCKING FELLSMAN DOG FEED
•Wide range of pet feeds including
most major brands
•Lots of Toys, Treats & Accessories
•Free Dog Weighing Service
•For a Free Sample of Dog Food from
the Fellsman Range, Please Call in

FOR FRIENDLY, HELPFULSERVICE.
PLEASE CALL IN OR PHONE
The group “Twiddling Thumbs” played for the DLI 68 party

BEST
WISHES
May there always be work
for your hands to do;
May your purse always
hold a coin or two;
May the sun always
shine on your window
pane;
May a rainbow be certain
to follow each rain;
May the hand of a friend
always be near you;
May God fill your heart
with gladness to cheer
you.

TEL 01207 529680
We are a “FRIEND” of the Community Centre

Lanchester Community Centre
Having a meeting, party or function?
Your Community Centre is available to hire
3 FUNCTION ROOMS AND 2 MEETING ROOMS AVAILABLE TO HIRE
WE CAN ALSO ARRANGE CATERING AND A LICENSED BAR
FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHENS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE FOR SELF CATERING

For more details contact John Wilson (Community Association Manager)

Phone: 01207 521275
Become a Friend of Lanchester Community Association
Registered Charity No: 520840
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PUB CRAWL
Lanchester Lions’ annual
Pub Crawl to raise money
for the Welfare Fund at
Christmas was a smaller
event this year but
nevertheless
very
successful. Just four
members went out on a
mild Friday night and
visited the village
watering holes with their
collection boxes. Santa
Claus joined in and was
constantly inundated by
ladies wishing to hug and
kiss him. This was a duty
which seemed to please
him greatly! A grand total
of £187 was raised and
thanks go to all those who
supported the event by
giving so generously and,
of course, the proprietors
of the Kings Head, the
Queens Head, The Social
Club and the Black Bull
who gave the Lions
permission to collect on
the night and received
them so warmly.
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Jennifer, of Serendipity, Wolsingham making the most of Christmas

TRAVELLING GROTTO

Children
meet Santa
at Hollinside

The
Lions
Club
organised a travelling
Grotto for children in
the surrounding areas
of Lanchester. They
called at: Hollinside;
Satley;
Cornsay
Colliery; Hamsteels;
and Wilk’s Hill. About
40 children turned out
to meet Santa and
collect their free

sweets. It was a
thoroughly enjoyable
afternoon for all:
children;
their
parents; and for the
team who organised
the trip so well. Special
thanks go to the
Lanchester Services
who very kindly
provided the transit
van free of charge.

S & J LANCHESTER TAXIS
Our service is fast, friendly and reliable

at very competitive rates
Santa
visits
Cornsay
Colliery

Give us a call on 01207 528170
(Special discount for OAP’s)

Fires and Surrounds
ROCK AROUND THE FLOCK

Heating & Plumbing Engineers
Condensing boiler installations
All gas appliances serviced and repaired
Landlord Service and CP12’s
Save money on your fuel bills - Power flush
your system
Worcester Bosch approved for all installations,
services and repairs

ACS approved
Corgi Reg 183856, Est. 1983
Visit our showroom at
6-8 Station Road, Stanley, Co Durham.
EP children in Rock Around The Flock
Or for free estimate and advice call
An extremely lively, the costumes, which all cast sang a carol with
01207 299 887
amusing and very the children seemed to superb harmony followed
www.flickersfires.co.uk
talented performance of enjoy wearing. At the end by a rousing ‘We Wish
the Christmas Story was of the show the complete You A Merry Christmas’.
presented by a massive
cast of 150 children at the
The 7 Reasons why you should trust Little Feet Day Nursery
EP School near the end of
to care for your child....
term. As the title indicates
We guarantee a safe and secure environment for everyone.
there was some fun
We guarantee that all staff employed are trained and competent.
singing,
lots
of
We guarantee that we are Ofsted approved.
choreographic
We guarantee to be homely and welcoming.
movement including
We guarantee to intellectually stimulate, nurture and challenge your children.
dancing, singing, hand
We guarantee to provide a service that is reliable and flexible and understanding
jiving, waving and
of the needs of you and your children.
swaying. It was really a
We guarantee that your child at the end of the day will be happy, satisfied and stimulated.
musical and a play with
some
very
good
Call Zoee or Kristy now to book
confident narrators. The
your FREE Tour
soloist, Mary, was
exceptional.
Much
Maiden Law, Near Lanchester
thought had gone into

01207 528581
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Police Report
Inspector McConnell
apologised for lack of
report at the previous
two meetings due to rest
days and said he
thought that this was
unacceptable. There
were 100 reported
incidents in the parish,
mostly rowdyism and
nuisance behaviour in
Front
Street
and
Newbiggen Lane. He
said
that
youths
interviewed
in
Lanchester regarding
illegal possession of
alcohol had come to the
village from South
Stanley, New Kyo and
Burnhope, probably
because police activity
at those places had
caused them to migrate.
There
were
five
incidents of theft (3 from
Spar), three of criminal
damage, three burglaries
(from garages) and two
motorbikes on the
mineral line, as well as

car obstruction and
alcohol seizure. There
are monthly meetings
with
the
village
licensees who are
working together, and
people who caused
problems were banned
from all the pubs in the
village.
There were reports that a
women in her 40’s had
been seen collecting with
a Red Cross box, stolen
from the Front Street
shop, in the Woodlands/
Valley Grove area.
(Subsequently
on
Thursday 11th a 45 year
old
woman
from
Kimblesworth
was
arrested for the offences
in Lanchester. She was
charged with several
offences
before
appearing
before
Peterlee Magistrates
Court on Saturday 13th
January where she was
remanded in custody.
Also two youths were
stopped whilst riding an

Mobile repairs carried out in your home/office
Repairs - Upgrades - IT advice - Sales

Pc-fix-IT
ANYTIME
Tel: 01207 528022
24 hr service

J. DANIELS

JOINERY

All types of domestic
Joinery work undertaken
~Doors
~Skirtings
~Backmoulds
~Decking
~Spindles
~Flooring
~Loft storage
~Floors sanded and sealed
And many more.
Tel: 01207 238456
07786 248574

David Chapman
Plumbing & Heating
Established 1981
Water Industry Approved Plumber
Corgi Reg 3745
For free estimate and advice

Telephone: (01207) 521501
Mobile: 07977 502536
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off-road motor cycle on
Lanchester Front Street
on the 10th of January.
This was the second
occasion that it had been
used in an anti-social
manner. The motor bike
was seized and the rider
will be going to court for
road traffic offences. We
are grateful to Inspector
McConnell for this
information.)
Councillor
Jackson
commented that larger
numbers of youths were
collecting outside Spar;
Inspector McConnell
stated that there was an
increase in calls and that
resources were limited,
but police would respond
to any cases of bad
behaviour, including
theft from Spar. Names
would be taken and the
parents informed as
appropriate.
It was reported that there
is noise at 1.30 am near
the cricket club and the
Inspector was asked if
this area was visited. He
said that no complaints
had been received but
action would be taken if
needed. It was also
reported that there was
no senior police presence
at the Forum Meetings;
the inspector stated that
the sergeant present was
more than capable of
providing answers to
questions.
It was reported to the
inspector that since
September there had been
12 accidents on the A691
near the Delves Lane
turning and the inspector
was asked when speed
measurement was going
to take place. He replied
that there had been a large
increase in RTA’s in
Derwentside and that
they were looking for
funding from the Home
Office. It was suggested
that the Council should
purchase a flashing
Speed Monitor.

Lanchester Lions Club
A request was made and
approved for use of the
village green for the next
Carnival, to be held on
the 16th of June. Request
was also made for
financial and any other
possible support towards
the increasing costs of
the Carnival, especially
one which used to cost
nothing, £250 to close the
road. The Lions also had
a 27-page form to fill to
obtain permission from
Derwentside Council.
The Lions members
present were asked to
send a letter to the
Council stating their
request and that this
would be considered at
the end of the Financial
Year.
Questions from the
Public
There were no questions
from the public.
Ford Road
A request by local
residents to the County
Council that the land
adjoining the narrow
section in Ford Road
should be acquired by a
Compulsory Purchase
Order in order to widen
it and make a footpath
had been turned down
on the grounds that the
cost of £500,000 was not
cost effective and that
the money could be
better spent elsewhere
but that this was not a
refusal.
Lanchester
Parish
Council agreed to write
to Durham County
Council recording their
concern relating to
potential hazards to
users of Ford Road and
its footpath arising from
their narrowness. They
were responding to
concern expressed by
the
Trustees
of
Lanchester Partnership
following representations
made to them by local
residents. The council

asked the County
Council to keep them
informed of measures
taken to meet their duty
of care for that
situation.
The Partnership has
suggested that the
residents form their own
group to take this matter
forward and a first
meeting of that group is
proposed on January
29th at the Community
Centre at 7.30 pm.
Draft Estimates
There were still blank
sections in next year’s
budget and these
amounts were agreed;
these
included
maintenance of the
football field, bus
shelters, replacement of
Christmas lights, the
Parish Plan, Capital
Development
and
donations.
Finances would be
finalised at the next
Finance Meeting on 23rd
January in line with the
Council’s determination
not to raise the precept
by more that 2.5%, and it
was suggested that all
Council members should
attend.
Kitswell Road
The District Council
have granted the Parish
a new lease on the
Kitswell Road playing
area, which now includes
extra land behind the far
goal of the football field.
Parish Clerk Jim Owens
is liaising with Shepherd
Homes, who have agreed
to remove a hedge and
level the new area.
Conflicting dates have
been given as to when
the football field will be
ready and a site meeting
with the District Council,
Shepherd Homes and a
representative of the
District would be sought.
Chairperson’s
Announcements
Referring to an article in
the Village Voice

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
regarding
Council
expenditure, a proposal
was made that a working
committee should be
formed to tell the public
how money is spent.
This was to be put on
the Agenda for next
month’s meeting with
the possibility that
something would be
published in the Village
Voice.
It was stated that the
money for the Bus Link
for another year has
been secured by the
Partnership.

Village Map
Cllr Ann Cook confirmed
that the location of the
map board, as agreed by
the Highways Dept., is
to be outside Peters’
Bakers. The County
Council has offered to
erect this, although it is
not known when this will
take place as the map is
not yet finished, and
various grants are being
sought so there will be
no input from the village.
Art work on the map is to
be done by Andy Taylor,
who had done work for

Friends of the Fort, and a
sample was shown.
Village Handyman’s
Work
Mention was made of the
state of the glass in the
bus stop and could it be
cleaned? Mr Hudspith
was praised for his work
in keeping the village
clean and it was
suggested that he be
asked for his work plan
for the next 6 months.
CCTV
The camera behind Park
View now has infra-red
facility for night vision.

Planning Matters
An application for the use
of land and agricultural
buildings at Ragpathside
Farm was refused on the
grounds of adverse effect
on the landscape.
The proposed erection of
both kennel and cattery
units at Fir Trees,
Browney Bank was
approved
provided
appropriate guidelines
were followed. Final
decisions, of course, will
be taken by officers or
Councillors
at
Derwentside.

Erection of first floor
extension to number 9
The Close were deferred
due to lack of relevant
papers.
The proposed conversion
to that of a dwelling at the
Old Dairy, Holehouse
Lane, had been withdrawn
prior to the meeting.
Next Meeting
The next Parish Council
meeting will be on
Tuesday 13th February
at 7.00 pm. All voters are,
of course, welcome to
attend the Parish Council
meetings.

CHILDMINDING GROUP

QUALITY CARE
FOR YOU AND YOUR HAIR
Awarded 3 Stars by “Good Salon Guide”

Ring Jeni, Michelle or Natalie
for an appointment

Children and Registered Childminders of Lanchester Childminding Group
enjoyed their Christmas party, held in the Playgroup room in the
Community Centre

ALL SAINTS’ CAROL SERVICE
A packed congregation
filled the Catholic Church
on
Tuesday
19th
December for the eagerly
awaited Carol Service of
All Saints’ RC Primary
School.
Parents, relatives and
parishioners were treated
to an excellent and
moving account of the
Nativity story told in
readings, prayers, songs
and mime. The children
all sang splendidly, while
a small group of pupils
dressed as the main
Nativity
characters
echoed the story with a

series of tableaux at the
foot of the altar steps.
Particular highlights were
two very emotive
movement pieces called
‘Love Comes Down’ and
‘For a King is Born’
performed by the juniors
from classes three and
four respectively, and
everyone joined the
pupils as they sang two
traditional carols, ‘Away
In A Manger,’ and ‘Silent
Night’.
Canon Spence thanked
the children wholeheartedly for helping the
congregation to ‘get in

the right frame of mind’ in
their preparation for the
celebration of Christmas,
before giving a final
blessing. The service
concluded with a lively
‘Caribbean Medley’ and
a retiring collection raised
a splendid £375 towards
the Liberian Appeal
organised by Mel
Somersall through his
‘Mercy Ship’ project.
Afterwards everyone
was invited back to the
school hall to partake in
light refreshments,
courtesy of the Parents’
Association.

A FRANCHISE OWNED & OPERATED UNDER LICENCE

01207 520926

As fresh
As a .....
Have you forgotten how colourful
and “nice to touch” your carpets
used to be?
With Rainbow International, your carpets
are really deep down clean, brighter and
soft. They smell as fresh as a daisy.
We clean, care for and restore your
carpets, rugs and upholstery and
much more.
Do you need your Patios & Drives
power-washing? Save yourself the hard work
and let us do it for you. Simply call ......

Rainbow International
Durham & Stanley
01207 501730
Unit 5A Park Road South Ind. Est.
Blackhill Consett DH8 5PY
Email: c.jobling@rainbow-int.co.uk
Web: www.rainbow-int.co.uk
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CHURCHES TOGETHER FOR CAROLS
ON THE GREEN
David Hughes
organises his young
choristers

Keith’s Barber Shop
10 West Road Annfield Plain
Opening Hours
Monday/Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

9am - 5.15pm
Closed
9am - 7.00pm
9am - 5.15pm
8am - 2.00pm

01207 239991
All ages welcome, no appointment necessary

It was a very cold
Christmas Eve on the
Village Green at 6 pm
as several hundred
people
from the
Village
gathered
together
for
the
traditional
Carol

Service organised by
‘Churches Together’.
As usual, the service
was led by David
Hughes,
who
introduced each carol
with
appropriate
comments
and

guidance as to who
should be doing the
singing.
The theme this year
was ‘stranger in the
manger’.
Canon
Spence read the lesson
and Rev. Mary Lloyd
closed the service with
a prayer and blessing.
The carols were sung
enthusiastically by the
large
gathering
including the children
who sang ‘Away in a
Manger’. Lanchester
Brass Band, conducted
by the charismatic
Jonathan Fenwick,
braved the cold and
played to their usual
high standard.

HOT CHOCOLATE
Ford Road
(B6301)
Lanchester
Tel: 01207
521133

The Three Horse Shoes
(Lanchester Road Maiden Law)

Jo & Jason welcome you
Food Served
Lunch Menu Mon - Fri 12-2pm
Lunch Menu Sunday 12-3pm
Evening Menu Available
Mon - Thur 6-9pm

Carols on the Green by EP Schoolchildren and parents, followed by Hot
Chocolate, Marshmallows and Fresh Cream at school afterwards

TRAFFIC JAM

Food served all day Saturday
12 to 9pm
Live Music every Friday from 9 pm
Singers & Musicians Sundays from 9pm
Quiz night every Wednesday from 9 pm
For Reservations

Tel: 01207 520900
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There was a difficult moment
when a delivery van tried to get
past Spar’s gargantuan
delivery train. It failed.

The team from Lumsden
and Carroll Construction
are hard at work on behalf
of Northumbria Water
improving the drainage
from Alderside Crescent
and adjacent streets. At
present all the sewage
and surface water drainage
from the estate passes
under the Cut from the
Close to Newbiggen Lane,
and in times of heavy rain
get thoroughly mixed. A

WATER DRAINAGE

large chamber will be built
into the system including
a filter which will trap solids
but allow liquid to pass
through an overflow pipe.
The lads have also taken a
kink out of the system.
Though the bramble
thicket will not be mourned
it’s a pity about the tree
that had to be uprooted.
Maybe they’ll plant
another one when they’ve
finished. Or several.

North East Premier Hair Salon

Celebrating 25 yrs.
in hairdressing
Specialist in all areas of Hairdressing

The Lumsden and Carroll team

WHOOPS A DAISY ANGEL

1-2 Front Street Lanchester
01207 520331
“North East Bridal Champions”

Beauty and Tanning
Complete range of beauty treatment

for Women and Men
Front Street Lanchester
01207 529994 for appointment

The Pine Gallery
A LOCAL, FAMILY-RUN COMPANY
Supplying quality solid pine at affordable prices

Nursery children really enjoying performing ‘Whoops a Daisy Angel’
There have certainly
been many different
kinds of Angels this
Christmas - let us
hope that ‘Whoops’
the clumsy one is
looking after us all.
The Nursery children
as little as they are,
sang beautifully with
a little help from a
disc, and created a
superb Christmas
atmosphere in their
Christmas Nativity
this year. All the
narrators knew their
parts perfectly, and
even
if
the
Snowflakes and the
Angels
were

becoming somewhat
tired or bored by the
end,
they
kept
everyone amused
with their various
antics. There were
lots of doting parents
and grandparents in
the audience, as
usual, flashing away
with their cameras
and
standing
precariously on small
chairs with their
camcorders. It was
yet again a lovely
occasion for the little
ones,
who
did
everything asked of
them with enthusiasm
and pleasure.

Traditional and reclaimed furniture in a
variety of styles and finishes
Flexible opening hours to suit
Please ring 0191 373 6041
Old Co-op Buildings, Langley Park

BURNHOPE FIRST CLASS CHILDCARE LTD.
A NEW CHILDCARE PROVISION IS NOW OPEN AT BURNHOPE
PRIMARY SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S CENTRE
We are currently registering interest in this provision and would like to
hear from you if you could benefit from any of the following:-

√ CHILDCARE (FULL OR HALF DAY)
√ AFTER SCHOOL CARE
√ OUT OF SCHOOL CARE - SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
√ BREAKFAST CLUB

We are open all day
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ANY ELEMENT OF THIS CHILDCARE
PROVISION PLEASE CONTACT US AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

Tel: 01207 520243
E Mail burnhope@durham-schools.org.uk
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Lanchester Pharmacy

CHRISTINGLE AT CHURCH

Front Street, Lanchester
Telephone/Fax 01207 520365
• Discounted perfumes and gift
sets
• Toiletries
• Makeup
• Wide range of vitamins and
supplements

We are here for your
health and care needs
We are a “FRIEND” of the Community Centre

down to earth

Est 1993

organics

FRESH ORGANIC BOXES
Children slow marching around each aisle of
with their Christingles
FREE DELIVERY TO YOUR DOOR
On the last day of term a room only at the back of
(0191) 3868458 / 07815641645
large number of pupils the church. A moving
Web: downtoearthorganic.co.uk
from the EP School service was completely
“food as nature intended”
descended on the church led by the children who
along with many parents. made the introductions,
By the time the service read from the bible
began there was standing faultlessly, and with the
utmost clarity and
confidence. Some of
these readers were as
Northern Land Agents
young as six, ranging to
Est. 1964
eleven years old. The
based on the
Chartered Surveyors, Land Agents, Estate Agents, readings
Christmas story were
Valuers.
interspersed by the choir
carols, sometimes
Professional and bespoke service, extensive local singing
with the congregation
expertise
enthusiastically joining
in. At the appropriate
Please contact David Quayle MRICS FAAV
point the church was
Supplying locally sourced varieties of organic fruit,
vegetables, cheese and milk

Nicholson and Weston

•
•
•

or Helen Quayle BSc in our newly refurbished
office for an informal consultation

the dimmed church
dimmed and about twenty
children with their candlelit Christingles slow
marched around each
aisle of the church. It was
a very moving few
moments as this was
completed. In the absence
of Canon Peter who
missed this service for the
first time in twenty-four
years due to a family
bereavement, Jane Davis,
Head Teacher, thanked
parents for their support,
staff and pupils for their
hard work, and also
concluded the service
with the final prayer and
blessing.

PETERS’ PEOPLE

• Here to meet All your property needs
• FREE Market Appraisal by qualified Chartered
Surveyor
• We have an extensive list of clients wanting
property in Lanchester

Estate Office, 1 Percy Crescent, Lanchester,
Durham, DH7 0EU

Tel: 01207 520688
Email: enquiries@nicholsonandweston.co.uk
Website: www.nicholsoandweston.co.uk
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Even at 7.00 am waiting for the Christmas rush,
having been there since 4.00 am, happy and
smiling are the staff (or reindeers) of Peters - Left
to right: Sarah; Lisa; Michelle; Elaine and Rachel

PARTNERSHIP REPORT
At the January meeting it
was announced that a
Friends of the Village Bus
would be formed
comprising
bus
passengers
and
representatives of the
Partnership.
This
followed the very
welcome announcement
that an anonymous donor
had contributed £5000,
the sum needed, along
with donations from MIS
Environmental (£2000),
the
Tom
Cowie
Foundation (£2000) and
District Councillors John
Ingham and Richard
Young (£1000 each), to
ensure the bus’s future
throughout 2007. This

great news for bus users
means that after being
under threat for months,
the village bus has at last
been reprieved, thanks to
the
extraordinary
generosity of village
residents. However the
Partnership was very
disappointed by the
failure of the County
Council to make any
financial contribution
to this vital bus service. It
seemed quite wrong that
the service had only been
saved by one resident
taking £5,000 out of his/
her personal savings. It
was noted that the
Journal for that day
carried an article about the

success in keeping the
bus running.
A sub-committee would
also be formed to address
the problem of Ford Road,
including Maureen Loy
of the Partnership, Cllr
Paul
Jackson
representing the Parish
Council, and local
residents,
which
provisionally would meet
on Monday 29th January.
On learning that the
Parish Council would like
the Tidy Village event to
be annual, it was decided
to set up a small group to
consider whether the
Partnership had the
resources to tackle this
project again.

RETIREMENT SURPRISE
Lanchester businessman
Paul Jackson expected to
mark his retirement with a
small celebration. Instead
he was taken to Lumley
Castle for a mediaeval
banquet in the company
of a total of 110 staff and
their partners. A good
time was had by all, and
he was presented with the
traditional
leaving
present, a ‘very nice’
watch.
Mr Jackson started a metal
testing business when the
Consett Iron Company
closed. The business, MIS,
has grown to its present
size, with branches in
Norwich, York and
Manchester under his
guidance and employs 15
family members.
Mr Jackson is a Parish
Councillor, and will
probably extend his
concern for local matters
through
Lanchester
Partnership.

Stuart Wright
Funeral Service Ltd. Durham
23 Marshall Terrace Gilesgate Durham City DH1 2HX
Tel: (0191) 386 3850 Fax: (0191) 386 4839
43 Front Street Langley Park Durham DH7 9SA
Tel: (0191) 373 3700
3 Front Street, Pelton, Chester-le-Street DH2 1DB
Tel: (0191) 370 0015

• Complete funeral and monumental service
to all areas
• Private chapels of rest
• Prestigious fleet of silver Daimlers
• Funeral pre-payment plans available

Dave Donnelly
Witbank Garage
Lanchester
Co. Durham
DH7 0HS

01207 529192
Now at new location, Hallgarth Terrace, Lanchester

TREVOR RENWICK
TAILORED DRIVING TUITION

Enjoy learning to drive in a
relaxed and friendly atmosphere.
Courses available
Theory Motorway Pass Plus
For details please contact Trevor

07797 524223
Shiatsu deeply relaxing therapy
• soothes tension & stress
• restores energy
• aids recovery & healing
Contact your friendly, local, fully-qualified practitioner

Paula Bolton
0191 3735083

paula_shiatsu@yahoo.co.uk

WALKED ON!
STOMPED ON!
RUN OVER !
ARE YOUR CARPETS &
UPHOLSTERY CRYING OUT
FOR HELP
IF SO YOU MUST CALL US
IMMEDIATELY

Paul Jackson on the Baronial seat
at Lumley Castle - celebrating his
retirement

ANP (N.E.) LTD
ALLEN & NICKY PHILIPS
DIRECTOR / OPERATORS

Phone: 01207 562182
PROFESSIONAL CARPET
Mobile: 07841677627
&
Email:
allen@cp1528.freeserve.co.uk UPHOLSTERY CLEANERS

CHOCOLATE
Chocolate is a vegetable:
Chocolate is derived from
cocoa beans. Bean =
vegetable. Sugar is
derived from either sugar
CANE or sugar BEETS.
Both are plants, which

places them in the
vegetable category.
Thus, chocolate is a
vegetable.
To go one step further,
chocolate candy bars also
contain milk, which is

dairy. So candy bars are a
health food. Chocolatecovered raisins, cherries,
orange slices and
strawberries all count as
fruit, so eat as many as
you want.

* BUILT-UP FELT ROOFING * SLATING *
* TILING * GUTTERING * uPVC FASCIAS *
* SOFFITTS etc.

- ALL WORK GUARANTEED FREEPHONE: Andy 0800 5872873
Mobile: 07753 353906
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“RUSSELL CLOSE” DEVELOPMENT
A meeting convened in the
Community Centre on
January
11th
by
Lanchester Partnership
and Parish Council drew a
large attendance.
Partnership Chairman
Mike Gladstone chaired the
meeting and first stated the
facts - that in 2002 Philip
Wilks applied to build 12
houses on the site of the
former Witbank garage.
The application was
rejected by the District

Council after a large
representation
of
Lanchester residents
attended the meeting, an
appeal was lodged but later
withdrawn.
Now a plan to build 10
houses
had
been
submitted,
then
temporarily withdrawn
pending a flood risk
assessment and bat
survey. A letter from the
architect was read which
said that there would be

Councillor Ossie Johnson, Mike Gladstone and
Brian Masterman, main speakers at the meeting
about the Witbank garage

Eric Dews
MOBILE TYRE FITTING SERVICE AND MORE
*
*
*
*
*

Why waste your precious time sitting in a garage? We come
to YOU at home or work at a time that suits you.
Cheaper due to low operating costs.
No call out charge
All makes of tyre for cars, caravans, trailers & motorcycles.
Puncture repairs, tracking, air conditioning service.

CALL TODAY FOR FREE ESTIMATE

Tel: 01207 270348
Mobile: 07894 751555
DERWENTSIDE TREE MAN
• Tree and Conifer Work
• Hedge Cutting
• Garden Clearance and Tidy Up
Fully Insured and NPTC Qualified

five “affordable” terraced
houses along the front of
the development with five
larger houses behind, built
with traditional materials.
A stone wall would front
the area, and it was
proposed to create a
‘cordon sanitaire’ of trees
around the South and East
sides of the development
to eliminate the possibility
of further development.
For the Partnership, Brian
Masterman said that it was
opposed to development
on the site, partly on an
open hillside. The District
Council Local Plan and the
Village Design Statement
both
showed
a
Development Limit and the
proposal was outside it.
The Local Plan showed no
sites available for a major
development. The hillside
is part of a Conservation
Area, is an Area of High
Landscape Value, and is
also part of a Strategic
Wildlife Corridor linking
the Smallhope Burn and
Derwent valleys.
The Parish Council
spokesman was Ossie
Johnson, Chair of the
Parish Council Planning
Committee and also a
District Councillor. He said
that the Council had asked
Mr Wilks to brief
Councillors on his plans,
but that no negotiation
had taken place as had
been stated by the
architect. He said that the
open country beyond the
by-pass was one of the
features that made
Lanchester a unique

village. The proposed
houses were not truly
affordable. People in the
village told him that they
would like to see the garage
site tidied but also wanted
to protect the open land.
The Council had debated
the merits of the
development and were
unanimous in protecting
the development limit. He
revealed that the Regional
Spatial Strategy stated
that Derwentside had used
up its housing allocation,
so very few houses should
be built in the District, and
none in Lanchester.
Discussion was then open
to all. It was asked if the
District Council had
powers to oblige the owner
to tidy the site - the reply
was that they did, but as
long
as
planning
permission existed, as it
does, to rebuild the garage,
the process was more
difficult.
Supporting development,
it was said that there was
no accommodation in the
village and cheap houses
were especially needed,
and a resident of Bishops
Meadow said that
development on the garage
site only was acceptable.
Opposing development, it
was said that access to the
site (and Bishops Meadow)
was dangerous that the
developmentwasonlypartly
ona‘brownfield’(previously
built) site, that a cordon
sanitaire was useless when
there was access to the
hillside via Bishops
Meadow or from the A691,

that the village has
developed enough and
the infrastructure was
under strain already.
Martin Smith wondered
why the developer had not
proposed a cul de sac, as
this would eliminate the
possibility of an extension.
The last application was
rejected for obvious
reasons, why was this one
not rejected out of hand?
One speaker was worried
that Council officers might
favour development as
they did previously, but
Mr Masterman said that
the reasons for rejection
were the same as for the
previous proposal, and
there was no reason for
Derwentside to change its
decision of 2003.
Two polls were taken by
show of hands, and all but
two of approximately 60
people present opposed
the development, while all
but 4 wished to protect the
whole hillside.
Finally Cllr Johnson
summed up the arguments
heard for and against
development.
Mr
Gladstone thanked the
meeting for attending, and
said that if and when the
development application
was resubmitted, posters
would be put up to inform
the public, and if feasible
theVillageVoicewouldprint
the information. Would
Lancestrians please write to
The Development Control
Department, Derwentside
District
Council,
commenting for or against at
that time.

Contact Gary Irving
Tel: 01207 272265 Mobile: 07900 251863
Email: derwentsidetreeman@yahoo.co.uk

Mobile PC Engineer
No Call-out Charges
Reasonable Rates
Cisco Certified

Repairs, Servicing, Upgrades, Diagnostics
Who you Gonna Call?

Crashbusters.
0191 389 0900 or 07855581013
email: crashbusters@gmail.com
www.crashbusters.co.uk
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Local people who met to discuss the future of the former Witbank garage

AWARD WINNER
SOPHIE TAYLOR
Earlier
this
year
Derwentside District
Council asked all
schools in the area to
take part in a poster
competition in order to
raise interest in recycling
before the bins with blue
lids were delivered to
residents.
The competition brief
was for the children to
design a poster that
would
show
an
understanding of the
impact that waste has on
the environment, and
why we should recycle as
much of our waste as
possible.
Many posters were
returned which showed

that children had thought
about the problem. Lots
of the posters offered
some innovative ideas on
how to resolve the
problems of waste
disposal.
All entrants received a
pencil case made from
recycled material, but the
poster judged to be the
best was the one created
in school by Sophie
Taylor age 9 from
Lanchester EP School,
who was presented with
a very expensive pink
Ipod.
Sophie was treated really
well by Eric Bell, Waste
Minimisation
and
Recycling Officer, who

THERE IS A SOLUTION TO YOUR
DEBT PROBLEMS

greeted her on arrival at
Consett Civic Centre, and
also by Chairman of the
Council Jack Fothergill,
who showed her his
office, and gave her a
selection box and a
Christmas card. Sophie
was then ushered into the
crowded
Council
Chamber and the meeting
opened with a speech
outlined above by
Councillor Ossie Johnson
to all the other
councillors, and the
presentation was made
by Chairman, Jack
Fothergill. For Sophie it
was like Christmas came
early and it was a day she
will always remember.

LET US SHOW YOU HOW TO GET RID OF THE
OVERLOAD ON YOUR CREDIT CARDS

A GENUINE WORKABLE SOLUTION
EARN EXTRA INCOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME

£50 - £500 + PER WEEK
FOR A FREE INFO PACK CALL

0191 247 1883 (24HRS)
THIS OPPORTUNITY CAN BE WORKED SPARE/FULL TIME HRS

F R E D

M c A L OA N

ELECTRICAL

SERVICE

Additional Sockets, Lighting, Showers
Cooker Points, Full or Part Rewires
RELIABLE & DEPENDABLE SERVICE
NO JOB TOO SMALL PART P REGISTERED

Free Estimate & Friendly Advice

0781

3202

470

YO G A

“Exercise for body and mind”

With Sarah
All Saints R.C. Church, Kitswell Road
Lanchester. Mondays 7.45 - 9.15pm
Cost £4.50 (£16 for 4 weeks)
For more details contact Sarah Barron SYTA

Tel 07813150599 after 6pm
Email: enquires@yogasarah.co.uk

Kath Stronell BSc(Hons) Pod. MCh.Soc.
MOBILE
STATE REGISTERED CHIROPODIST
Special rates for O.A.P.s
Telephone:

01207 588166

Sophie Taylor receiving her award from Chair of Derwentside D.C. Jim
Fothergill with Councillor Ossie Johnson

THURSDAY CLUB
CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATIONS AT
CASTLE HOWARD
Instead of the usual
Christmas party, we
decided on something a
little different this year. A
day out – with lunch – at
Castle Howard – which
opened its doors to
visitors over Christmas
for the first time this year.
The day itself presented
us with the most atrocious
weather, but that did little

to dampen our spirits and
we were rewarded with a
super day out. Castle
Howard decked out for a
family Christmas both
inside and out was a
glorious sight to behold
and our Christmas meal,
superb. Topped off with
some unusual Christmas
shopping it made for a
day to remember.

Beautiful, Unique Gifts for any occasion
Courtesy of Maralyn O’Keefe
GLASS - PAINTINGS - CERAMICS - TEXTILES - WOOD CARVINGS
Original Work by North East Artists

The Glass & Art Gallery
194 Medomsley Road, Consett (Opposite Consett Civic Centre)
Tel: 01207 583353
www.glassdesign.co.uk
Open Mon-Fri 9am - 5.30pm / Sat 9am - 5pm / Sun 11am - 4pm

Serendipity (Gallery & Coffee Shop)
10 Market Place, Wolsingham
Tel: 01388 526800
Open 6 days a week 10am - 4pm (closed Wednesdays)
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NEW YEAR CEILIDH

The decision of Lanchester
Wildlife Group to organise a
ceilidhonDecember31stwas
greeted with great
enthusiasm by the denizens
of Lanchester and district.
Such was the demand for
tables that the dancing area
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Guests at the New Year Ceilidh enjoying the Gay Gordons
wasfilledtooverflowing,but choice at supper-time, and through the sometimes
the dancers rose to the as the dancers brought their intricate movements of a
challenge in the spirit of own preferred drinks they varied dance programme by
Hogmanay.
had exactly what they caller Noel Jackson, and the
music was so infectious that
As the catering was on the wanted.
Faith Supper or ‘bring some Music was provided by the even those who were not
food’ basis there was a wide “Angels of the North”, the dancing were tapping their
and copious variety of dancers being guided feet. The evening ended in

traditional manner with
‘Auld Acquaintance’.
The organisers would like to
thank all those who
participated. If anyone
wants to contact the band
ring Noe1 01207 560684 or
emailnoelbats@onetel.com

CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS

Lanchester Male Voice Choir and Lanchester Choral and Operatic Society combine, under the direction of David Hughes,
to sing the “Hallelujah Chorus”
Those present in a
packed
Lanchester
Methodist Church were
welcomed by Rev. Mary
Lloyd to Lanchester
Male Voice Choir’s 39th
“Celebration
of
Christmas” Concert on
Monday
18th
December, 2006 at
7.15 pm.
Conducted by Musical
Director Harry Carr, and
accompanied by Noreen
Bridgewater, the Male
Voice choir delighted
the audience with their
repertoire - “When a
Child is Born”, “Hush,
Hush,
Jesus
is
Sleeping”, “Mistletoe
and Wine”, “See Amid
the Winter’s Snow”.
The Male Voice Choir
had again invited the
support of Lanchester
Choral and Operatic
Society, under Musical
Director David Hughes.
Their programme “Shepherds in the Fields
Abiding”,“Mary’s
Lullaby”, “He Smiles
Within His Cradle”,
“Star Carol” - was
accompanied by Lillian
Dixon, and was also well
appreciated by the
audience.
These contributions
were inter-leaved with
Community
Carol
Singing, and bible
readings from Isaiah,
St.Luke and St. Matthew
by, respectively, Canon
R. Spence, Canon P.

Waterhouse and Rev.
M. Lloyd.
The evening was
brought to a fitting

climax with a fine
performance of the
“Hallelujah Chorus” by
the combined choirs,

conducted by David
Hughes.
A retiring collection
raised over £400, to be

shared
between
Willowburn Hospice
and the People’s
Kitchen, Newcastle.

KEITH McLEAN
JOINER AND BUILDER

• Loft Conversion Specialist

• All aspects of joinery & building work
undertaken
• Quality work guaranteed
• 30 years experience

Tel 01740 651629
Mobile 0771 8754249

(l to r) LMVC Chairman John Wills, Conductor
Harry Carr, LC+OS Conductor David Hughes
and Chairman Richard Woods discuss the
evening’s programme

LANCHESTER WINDOWS &
PROPERTY REPAIRS
QUALITYU.P.V.C.DOUBLEGLAZING
Tel/Fax 01207 521 276
Mobile 07813 600 195
All work and products guaranteed

BRYMAR
Plastering Services

(l to r) Canon R. Spence, Rev M. Lloyd and
Canon P. Waterhouse gave the Bible Readings at
the MVC Carol Concert

All aspects of internal plastering, alteration work
and home improvements. A quality, reliable and
professional service. For information and FREE
quotation contact Blair on:

07952 908 196
Shotley Bridge, Consett, Co Durham
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BOXING DAY HUNT

The secret of a
beautiful lawn
and it costs less than DIY!
A healthier GREENER lawn
in 4 easy steps.
Costs from as little as £13.00
per application.
The Braes of Derwent hunt rides off from the Queen’s Head on Boxing Day

FREEPHONE

0800 1695009

Well turned out
for the Boxing
Day hunt is
Lydia Bullivant
on her horse
Bailey. She is
following in the
tradition of her
mum Denise and
grandmother, the
late Mrs Peggy
Bullivant.

A. M. ELECTRICAL
• ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN
• DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
• FREE CALL OUT
Adam Metcalf
Tel: 0191 3736676
Mobile: 07966 377416

Rowan Groundworks
DRIVEWAYS; BLOCK PAVING
DRIVES WASHED & SEALED
FLAGGING & PATIOS
CONCRETE
DECORATIVE GRAVEL
LAWNS

Driveway Specialists

•
•
•
•
•
•

Phil Chybowski
Rowan House
15 Briardene
Lanchester
County Durham
DH7 0QD
Phone: 01207 521905
Mob: 07960044896
Mob: 07789488351
phil.chy@eidosnet.co.uk

Full central heating installations
Inset living flame fires from £199
Complete marble surrounds from £499
Surround, marble & inset fire from £549
Solid fuel installations
Ingle nook installations

Young Ross
Chapman from
Rowley on his
pony Norman
ready for the
Boxing Day
hunt

Dealing with all leading manufacturers
Work undertaken by Corgi engineers

50 surrounds, marble etc and fires on display
Customers say ‘We have one of the best
showrooms in the North East’

73 Medomsley Road, Consett, Co. Durham

Telephone: 01207 582131
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Photos:
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STRICTLY COME DANCING?

ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING AND BRICKWORK
Re-Skims, Ceilings, Concreting, Pointing ... etc
Over 20 Years’ Experience. All Work Guaranteed

Free Estimates. No Job Too Small
QUALITY WORK AT AFFORDABLE PRICES
Telephone: (01207) 284881 Mobile: 07813 339467

My home furnishing service
From Hand Made Curtains to Garment Alterations
Call Alice on 01207 529797
or mobile 07913 789080
Free collection and delivery within local area
No job too small

Children thoroughly enjoying their dance routines
Not exactly ‘Strictly
Come Dancing’ as
luckily there are no
eliminations. Dance is
part of the PE curriculum
at the moment and by
chance it was revealed
that Ann Malpass,
Cook at the Lanchester
EP School, is an
experienced
and
enthusiastic ballroom
dancer. In just six weeks
3rd and 4th year pupils
have picked up the
steps for the Tango and
Waltz and recently
gave a display for the

whole school. Since the
lessons began after
school, with Ann
Malpass giving her own
time, children who can
now dance, are teaching
other pupils in the yard
at playtimes. No doubt
this is all linked to the
current craze of the
current
television
programme.
It is certainly an
excellent way of
keeping
fit
and
continues the old
fashioned way of
‘getting to know you’.

OUT OF A
CRACKER
Q. How do you keep
cool at a football
match?
A. Stand next to a fan.
Q. What do you call a
chicken at the North
Pole?
A. Lost

Jack Clegram
Horticultural Engineers
We service all models of mowers,
strimmers and generators
Unit 3a Tow Law Industrial Estate
Dans Castle, Tow Law DL3 4BB
01388 730577 or 07714 169191

CRINNIONS OF LANCHESTER
TRADITIONAL MASTER BUTCHERS & DELICATESSEN

Established 1959

NEW OPENING HOURS
8 - 5pm

Mon - Wed

8 - 5.30pm
8 - 2pm

Thur - Fri
Sat

BUTCHERY
√ Full range of British Meat
√ Full Range of Fresh Fish
√ Traditional Home made Sausages & Bacon

DELICATESSEN
√ British & Continental Cooked Meats
√ British & Continental Cheese
√ Fresh Sandwiches & Pies made Daily
√ New Ranges of Spices & Speciality Foods now in Stock

HAVING A PARTY???
WE ALSO OFFER A CATERING SERVICE OR HAMPER
FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION!!!!
Ann Malpass, cook, with her enthusiastic pupils:
Kirsty Green & Harry Carson; Sarah Messenger &
William Tatham; Hettie Moore & Finlay Dulson

21 & 25 FRONT STREET, LANCHESTER, Co DURHAM, DH7 0LA

BUTCHERS
Tel: 01207 520376
DELICATESSEN Tel: 01207 520269
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PATRONS’
CONCERT

BURN &
TONE

FLOWER
CLUB

Lanchester Brass Band’s
‘Patrons’ Concert’ will be
held on Saturday 3rd
February at 7.30pm in the
Methodist Church on the
Main
Street.
The
programme will be some
old favourites and some
new material too. Tickets
may be obtained on the
door or from any band
member in advance, price
£2.50

You can do the above in
the small hall of the
Community Centre on
Tuesdays from 7pm at a
cost of £2.50. It may
involve exercise.

The talk on Wednesday
28th February will be on
gardening by Michael
Robbie of Cowell’s
Garden Centre, starting at
2pm in the Community
Centre.

100 YEARS
OF
BROADWAY
Lanchester & District
Amateur Operatic &
Choral Society are once
again in the throes of
rehearsing for their annual
show which is to be held
in the EP School,
Lanchester
on
Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday, February 21st,
22nd and 23rd at 7.15 pm.
Because of the success
of their last show, which
highlighted the popular
music of Cole Porter, the
society have decided to
entertain you with a
medley of songs entitled
‘100 Years of Broadway’,
featuring composers
such as Rogers and
Hammerstein, Irving
Berlin, Lerner & Loewe,
Lionel Bart and melodies
from Les Miserables.
Sharon Murray and
Richard Woods will again
delight you with their
singing as well as other
members of the Society.
David Hughes has
worked very hard in his
combined role as Musical
Director and Producer to
set your feet tapping and
make your visit a night to
remember.
Tickets are £6.00 adults and
children £4.00. If children
bring an adult on
Wednesday the child will
get in free (an offer difficult
to resist). To obtain a ticket
contact any member of the
society or ring 01207
521458. Moira Watson
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COUNTRY
MARKET
The market will set up
shop in the Community
Centre on Saturday 3rd
February, with the usual
range of cakes, pies, jams,
vegetables, crafts, eggs
and more. Opening time
10am.

GET
DANCING
Karen Stewart offers
dance classes of every
kind as follows:
At Lanchester Social Club
Tuesday 6-8pm rock and
roll, hip hop and slow, at
the Community Centre
Wednesday 4-5.30pm
tap, ballet and theatre and
on Thursday 4-5pm
ballroom and latin.

WHA
T’S ON?
WHAT’S
MOTHERS’
UNION

THE
MARC

At our February meeting
on the 14th, at 7.30pm in
the Chapter House, we are
having a display of
members’
wedding
photographs and a
wedding quiz.

INFORMATION

PARISH
COUNCIL
The next meeting of the
Parish Council will be on
Tuesday 13th February in
Croft View. The public can
attend the meeting and
may ask questions near
the start of the meeting.

DO YOU
PLAY
BRIDGE? LANCHESTER COMPUTER
If you are a Bridge player
EVENING
and would like to spend a
LOCAL
Sunday afternoon in the
CLASS
HISTORY
company of other players,
at the same time helping
SOCIETY The Community Centre
is
planning
an
to raise money for the
Grave
Introduction
to
Space Project, please
Thoughts
Computers
course
on
contact Brenda on 01207
Part II
Thursday evenings from
520204 or Liz on 01207
521682. The date is
Sunday 25th February
from 2.00pm. So far the
two previous Bridge
afternoons have raised
£373; Liz and Brenda
would like to make it £500,
so come along and have
an enjoyable afternoon
and at the same time help
raise money for your local
community
centre.
Everybody is welcome, so
give Liz or Brenda a ring.
Tickets £3.00 each.

JUNIOR
WILDLIFE
GROUP
The next meeting will be
on Saturday 10th
February in the small
hall of the Community
Centre. All young
people from 8 upwards,
or younger if they bring
a parent or minder, are
welcome to come from
10am till 12, when the
subject will be “Hunters
and Prey”.

Robin Millerchip, local
historian specialising in
the history of North East
churches, returns to
venture into the general
history of graveyards.
Members may remember
his excellent talk given in
November 2004.
Despite being involved in
a recent serious car crash
which has resulted in
ongoing surgery, he has
obtained a degree from
Durham University with
the intention of becoming
an Adult Education
teacher.
His talk will cover the
period from the 16th
century and will outline
the many changes in
practices, procedures and
principles from the time of
the Reformation. He will
also reflect on possible
changes to come in the
21st century.
The talk will be given on
Friday, 2nd February at
7.30 pm in the Community
Centre.

7.00 - 8.30 pm for 6 weeks
(priced at £1.50 per hour).
Places are limited so if
you are interested,
please contact John
Wilson, Community
Centre Manager, on
521275.

VEHICLE
The travelling office will
be parked on Lanchester
Front Street on the second
and fourth Tuesday
morning of every month
(13th and 27th February).
Someone there can advise
on claiming housing
benefit or council tax
benefit, filling in forms for
pension
credit,
attendance allowance,
general welfare rights
advice, debt counselling,
home security, housing
applications, recycling
information or any other
matter to do with
Derwentside District
Council, which provides
this service.
The MARC vehicle is in
Front Street from 9.30am
to 12 noon on the above
dates.

SHORT
WALK

Acorn Amblers offer a 5
mile walk on Sunday 18th
February starting in
Cornsay at 1.30pm. The
Short Circuits group have
a 6.5 mile walk starting at
the riverside car park at
Newburn (map reference
159656) and walking to
The next group meeting is Wylam and back.
on Tuesday February 13th
at 7pm in the Community
Centre. Mark Wilks or
Phillipa Mitchell of
Northumberland Wildlife
Trust will be talking about The Village Calendar,
“Squirrels”.
displayed
in
the
Community Centre near
the entrance to the Dining
Room, has been updated
for 2007.
are
Our
Member
of Organisations
Parliament, Hilary requested to enter their
Armstrong, will be events, to which the
available to offer advice public are invited, on the
at her ‘surgery’ on Calendar.
Friday 9th February at This will help to avoid
6pm in Consett Civic several events taking
place on the same date.
Centre.

WILDLIFE
GROUP

THE
VILLAGE
CALENDAR

MP
SURGERY

VILLAGE
LITTERPICK:
31/3/07
Remember last year’s
litter-pick when 130
people helped to springclean the village?
This year it will be on
Saturday March 31st.
Please make a note of the
date.
Watch out for posters and
for more information in
next month’s Village
Voice, or ring Lanchester
Partnership on 528 114
with ideas or offers of help.

COMING
SHORTLY
A Sportsman Night at the
Cricket Club on March 16th
includes footballers Lee
Clark and Eric Gates.
In April Brendan Healey
and Neil Ruddock will be
there in aid of Willowburn
Hospice.
The Diocesan pilgrimage
to Lourdes is from 3rd to
10th August.
The
Walsingham
Pilgrimage will be from
14th-16th September 2007.
Planning ahead? Let me
know when and where.
Ring 521427.

W I NEWS
After all the recent
festivities, members
started the New Year
with more sobering
thoughts. Mrs Jean
Ord gave a talk on
Estate Planning (not
housing estates as
some believed!) as she
is the local agent for
National
Legal
Services
which
provides advice on
making
Wills,
Protective Property
Trusts, Inheritance
Tax Planning, Power
of Attorney and

Document Storage. She
is able to give an initial
free home visit without
obligation to discuss
the benefits and may
be contacted on 07962
071656. Much interest
was shown at the
thought of legally
paying less to the taxman.
Fortunately Mrs Ord
remained unfazed after
accidentally
being
offered a cold cup of
coffee as the boiler had
not been switched on
correctly, and she

remained to judge the
competition “tip to
save” which was won
by Ann Carr who
suggested we make a
shopping list and stick
to it. Good in theory but
difficult in practice!
Visitors are very
welcome to all the
meetings including
Monday, 5th February
for a craft display and
demonstration at 7pm in
the Small Hall of the
Community Centre. The
competition is a “Crafty
Item”.

SANTA’S VISIT TO THE
PLAYGROUP

TELEVISION REPAIRS
We can offer Free Estimates
No Call Out Charges - All Work Guaranteed
Sensible Prices - Discount for OAP’s, Students Free Loan TV’s
TV - VIDEO, HI-FI, SATELLITE, COMPUTER,
DYSON, AUTOWASHER, REPAIRS, SALES,
RENTALS and RENT TO BUY

Another tiny person comes to get her present from Santa while his assistant
Liz Smith delves into the sack

CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR PETER

MOBILE
07831 688446 10%
STANLEY
CHESTER-le-STREET
DURHAM
CONSETT

DISCOUNT

10%

WITH THIS
ADVERT

Ex Rental TV/VCRS
City & Guilds
Qualified Engineers
8am - 9pm 7 Days
Rectra Member Est. - 25 years

FREEPHONE 0800 801115
D&C Electronics, 34 Front Street,
Annfield Plain, Stanley

Lanchester Village
Taxis LTD.

588888 Est. 1986
24 hr. number 07951 745335

Telephone 01207

Players at the regular Wednesday evening bridge sessions held in All Saints
Parish Centre took time for a glass of sarsparilla and snacks during their
pre-Christmas meeting. As a small measure of their appreciation of
organiser Peter Curnow (right) they made a presentation to him.

AIRPORTS OUR SPECIALITY

CARS - PEOPLE CARRIERS - MINI BUSES

Fully licensed and insured
Contact BILL CONNOR on above numbers
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CROSSWORD 9

Name:
Address:

Only six entries for
crossword 8: either the
Christmas festivities
were too distracting, or
this one was more
fiendishly difficult than

usual. All were correct,
and the winner from the
Scrabble-bag was Ann
Lee of The Garths.
Now to work, puzzlepickers!

ACROSS
1. Graduates are in maul
(6)
5. Humbly, Ministry of
Defence change style
(8)
9. Rowdy group from
British Rail at mass
together (8)
10.Winter transport (6)
11.Relic exit ban is very
complicated (12)
13.Anagram of rail (4)
14.Cecil etc. are
broadbased (8)
17.Until now (8)
18.Anagram of rail (4)
20.Put off (12)
23.Two-piece costume (6)
24.Frenzied (8)
25.Cat’s gore is French
delicacy (8)
26.Scuffle (6)

DOWN
2. Anagram of rail
(4)
3. Dominant
woman (9)
4. Representations
(6)
5. Take advantage
(4,3,4,2,2)
6. Follower (8)
7. Tuscan city (5)
8. 30 mph; 80 mg/
100m1 etc. (5,5)
12. Formal courtesies
(10)
15. Used tea leaves for
example (4,5)
16. A grim end causes
fantasising (8)
19. Introduce (6)
21. Israeli port (5)
22. Anagram of rail (4)

COACH AT KNITSLEY
A novel way to
arrive at Santa’s
Grotto this year
was to go by
‘coach and two’
rather than by
sleigh or on foot.
The Old Mill at
Knitsley provided
a coach and horses
to take families to
their log cabin
Grotto at the back
of the pub. The
service was busy
for
the
two
weekends that it
was in operation
and reports say it
was really enjoyable
and good value for
money.

Families set off in the coach to visit the Log Cabin Grotto

Specialists in Garden Walls * Retaining Walls
Block Paving * Groundwork

No Job too small * Free Estimates

S. Brunton Construction
Mobile: 07787571733
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60 Burnhopeside Avenue
Lanchester
Co Durham
DH7 0NF

NEXT
DEADLINE
Please send any articles
for the next edition of the
Village Voice by 13th
February.
The deadline for adverts
is 11th February.

LAST MONTH’S
ANSWERS
ACROSS
8. nematode
9,22 across. stool
pigeon
10. Eden
11. dolly birds
12. humbug
14. swan song
15. skylark
17. beeline
20. bone idle
22. see 9 across
23. red herring
24. silk
25. Ellis
26. bluefish
DOWN
1. dead duck
2. fawn
3. top dog
4. recluse
5. I-spy game
6. Tories blog
7. plod on
13. bullet hole
16. red press
18. neoplasm
19. let it be
21. ox-eyed
22. pignut
24. safe
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