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EASTER IN LANCHESTER
SOLEMNITY TO EASTER JOY

WHY A CROSS ON A
HOT CROSS BUN?

Children waving palm crosses to commemorate Palm Sunday at a
special Easter Service at the Parish Church
See page 3 for story.

David Hughes gives free Hot Cross Buns to left: Pam
Bygate and Angela Breeze on Easter Saturday
See article on page 4.

EASTER MONDAY EGG BOULING

At the Egg Bouling event on Easter Monday, Noel Jackson plays some lovely music on his Boyd English Concertina.
The Bell and Kelly families look on and listen. See pages 6 and 7 for story and more pictures.
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Dear
Village....
The views expressed in letters
to the editor are not necessarily
those of the newspaper, the
editor or persons working for
the newspaper. The editor
retains the right to cut or
otherwise amend any letter
published. Letters must contain
your name, address and
telephone no., all of which
may be withheld at your
request.

Dear Village Voice,
You will have noted that
after nominations closed
there were sixteen
candidates for the fifteen
Lanchester parish council
seats. After some
thought, I felt that it was
counter productive for
£4000 of the parish
precept to be spent on an
election to eliminate one
candidate. Lanchester
Parish
Council
commendably works
across the political divide
for the good of the village,
with excellent subcommittee chairmen that
are members of different
political parties. I have
therefore decided to
withdraw as a candidate

How to
contact
the
Village
Voice
To advertise:
Contact John Hurran,
Advertising Manager
Telephone: (01207)
520288
Email: villagevoice
adverts@talktalk.net
General and news
enquiries: (01207)
520559
By email:
lanchestervillagevoice
@yahoo.co.uk (please
include Village Voice in
the Subject line).
By post:
The Village Voice, c/o
Lanchester Community
Centre,NewbiggenLane,
Lanchester,DH7 0PB.
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to ensure the cost of an
election is spared and the
money saved. This is
entirely my own decision.
I feel strongly that the
£4000 is better spent on
projects within the parish
ahead of any wish I
personally have of
continuing as a parish
councillor.
Similar
gestures by members of
Burnhope Parish Council
and in Framwellgate Moor
have ensured that in these
three areas a total of over
£13,000 of election costs
have been saved. This is
a sensible and practical
decision that I hope you
understand.
I would like to thank
everyone for their support
since I was elected and I
wish the parish council,
especially the new council
members, good luck for
their upcoming term of
office.
Yours faithfully,
Malcolm Clarke

Community Draw
The winning number for
March 2013 is 68. The
draw was made by Ted
Spears of the Thursday
Art Group.

THE
VILLAGE
VOICE

IT'S ALL
ABOUT PEOPLE

Dear Village Voice
My name is Sara Spry, my
husband Lee and I were
married in Lanchester All
Saints Catholic Church on
27th April 2012 and we are
therefore nearing our first
wedding anniversary. I
would like to enquire if it
is possible to put a small
picture and message in
the Village Voice as the
first anniversary is ‘paper’
and I would very much
like to have such a fond
keepsake.
Thank you
Sara
Congratulations to Lee
and Sara Spry
(pictured right) who
celebrate their first
wedding anniversary
on 27th April.
’True Love is Eternal’

Thank you,
Lanchester
On behalf of the British
Heart Foundation, I
should like to thank the
customers of the Post
Office and the Pharmacy
who donated £104.91 for
the heart badges and
diaries I left there in aid of
the charity.
Jill Ramsay

Found

Red Cross thanks

A camera was found at
Church View on 24th
February. Please contact
mobile 07939 576709 for
details.
A distinctive key
(probably a house key)
was found on the Village
Green on 14th April.
Please contact 07960
494442 if it might be yours.

Thank you to everyone
who supported the Coffee
Morning in March, it was
a great success and raised
£245, which included the
tombola, cake stall and
£40 donations on the day.
The next coffee morning
will be held on Thursday
27th June in the
Methodist Church Hall.

Lanchester Community Centre
Having a meeting, party or function?
Your Community Centre is available to hire
3 FUNCTION ROOMS AND 3 MEETING ROOMS AVAILABLE TO HIRE

STAIRLIFT ACCESS TO ALL FIRST FLOOR ROOMS
WE CAN ALSO ARRANGE CATERING AND A LICENSED BAR

Facility for showing films is also available; this has been
funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund
FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHENS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE FOR SELF CATERING

For more details contact John Wilson (Community Association Manager)

Phone: 01207 521275
Become a Friend of Lanchester Community Association
SHOP AT LANCHESTER’S ONLINE COMMUNITY SHOP

www.spendandraise.com/lanchestercommunitycentre

SOLEMNITY TO EASTER JOY
We have just celebrated
the Easter Festival in the
Christian calendar and the
EP School has, for a
number of years, held a
special Easter service in
the Parish Church. For the
second time in a few
weeks I have reported on
churches full to capacity,
namely the sacred music
concert for Canon Spence
in the Catholic Church and
now a service in the Parish
Church attended by the
whole school. It is a
double joy!
The service begins with a
large wooden cross in
position at the front of
church. Palm Sunday
marks the beginning of
Holy Week and this year

every pupil was given a
palm cross from the
church, which they waved
enthusiastically, while
singing a Palm Sunday
hymn. It was then time for
the pupils to bring to the
cross, various symbols
which are part of Holy
week, eg a crown of
thorns, hammer and nails,
a whip, and all of these
were laid beside the cross
or near it. As the pupils
brought the items up to the
cross all the other pupils
sang various Easter songs
appropriate for the
symbols. This was all done
in a very organised and
reverend way.
The taking up of the
elements of Bread and

Wine to symbolise ‘The
Last Supper’ marked the
end of the first half of the
service. The cross became
an empty cross again but
not for long. It was time
for the Easter Joy. Jesus
died on a cross but three
days later he rose from
the dead. Each pupil
brought a daffodil to the
cross and with the help of
the staff transformed the
stark wooden cross. It
Making the cross
became a thing of beauty.
Parents and friends were closed the service with shared a lovely afternoon.
also invited to place a a prayer and blessing. Thank you school!
daffodil on the cross. Everyone once again had Brenda Craddock
When all the daffodils
were in place Reverend
Rupert Kalus said a few
words
about
the
meaning of Easter and
Water Industry Approved Plumber

David Chapman
Plumbing & Heating

GOOD FRIDAY
The easy way to turn off water

surestop - the easy
way to turn off
mains water at the
flick of a switch
Powered by water pressure - the surestop
requires NO batteries or electricity
People gather on the Village Green for the Good Friday morning service
led by Rev Rupert Kalus, organized by Churches Together.
On a bitterly cold Good
Friday morning (29th
March) a group of at least
50 people gathered on
the village green for a
short time of worship, to
remember the death of
Jesus Christ, who died
nailed to a wooden
cross. There were people
from each of our three
churches and they stood
near the three wooden
crosses which had been
placed on our village
green. The Reverend
Rupert Kalus conducted
the service.
There were two hymns
and a bible reading and
then Rev Kalus reminded
us of the significance of
the cross and the terrible

death which Jesus had. It
was a selfless death and
Jesus died for us in order
that we may be forgiven
our sin and be given a
place in God’s Eternal
Kingdom.
After several prayers the
people dispersed to their
various churches, for
another time of worship.
It was a solemn occasion
but three days later on
Easter Sunday solemnity
gave way to joy because
Jesus had risen from the
dead.
The service on the green
was planned by the
‘Churches Together’
committee. It is wonderful
that all our churches
respect one another’s

beliefs and ways of
worship, and come
together at the most
significant festivals of
the Christian Calendar.
Brenda Craddock

Call David Chapman, a SURESTOP
registered installer, for advice and a
free estimate.
Telephone: (01207) 521501
Mobile: 07977 502536
Established 1981

Special 3 Course Meal

Happy Hour

Only £4.95

Sunday-Monday
All Day & Night
Tuesday to Saturday
12-2pm & 5-30-7pm

Monday - Saturday
12-2pm & 5-30 - 7pm

Happy Hour only £3.95
Childrens Menu only £2.95
“Kids eat free on Sundays” (with adult)

7 Day Evening Special - 3 Courses for £8.95
(To include any Pizza/Pasta and Selected Steak and Chicken Dishes)

21 A Front Street Lanchester 01207 437572
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WHY A CROSS ON A
HOT CROSS BUN?
My home furnishing service
From Hand Made Curtains to Garment Alterations
Call Alice on 01207 529797
or mobile 07913 789080
Free collection and delivery within local area
No job too small

A F JOINERY SERVICES
10 years experience in Building Work
Specialist in Laminate and
Hard Wood Flooring
Doors, Skirting Boards, Staircases
Loft Storage and Conversions
Kitchens
For free quote contact Adam on

07706618569

Easter Saturday followed
Good
Friday
and
‘Churches Together’ had
arranged another event at
the Methodist church.
This is the third year they
have done this and it is an
excellent
Christian
witness for our village.
One of the crosses from
the green was carried to
the Methodist church
with a procession, led by
Reverend Gavin Hume.
Harry Carr, well known for
his musical skills, had
gathered
musicians
together to accompany
the hymn singing. There
were instrumentalists,
who included several
members of Lanchester

Brass Band, and vocalists
from all three churches.
There were Bible
Readings and other
appropriate readings read
by various members of our
churches, which had been
prepared by our clergy
and Ray and Val Hill. All
of this took place in the
grounds of the Methodist
Church with the cross in a
prominent position. It was
very cold, with a bitter
wind and even flurries of
snow but nothing could
diminish the worship and
spirit
of
stalwart
Lanchester people.
During the singing, Bible
readings, reflective words
and prayers, members of

the Churches Together
Committee served coffee
and hot cross buns in the
church and some of them
took Hot Cross Buns,
wrapped in a serviette,
onto Front Street where
they gave them out to our
retailers and shoppers.
Every serviette bore a
question written in bold
black writing. It said:
‘Why a cross on a Hot
Cross Bun?’ Do you know
the answer? If you don’t
why not come to a service
in one or all three of our
churches. You would
receive such a warm
welcome. Lanchester
people are very good at
this! Brenda Craddock

Est 13 years

QUALITY CARE
FOR YOU AND YOUR HAIR
Ring Jeni, Michelle or Natalie
for an appointment
01207 520926
Carrying the cross from the Village Green to the Methodist Church

¤ GAS, OIL, LPG Service & Repair
¤ Landlord Safety Certificates
¤ Boiler & Appliance Servicing
¤ Full & Part Installations
¤ High Pressure Drain Cleaning
¤ Plumbing & Drains Unblocked

Martin Pearson
01207 294100
07909548507
m.g.p@live.co.uk
Service at the Methodist Church on Easter Saturday, by Churches Together

LILYDALE PET SUPPLIES
RELIABLE FREE LOCAL DELIVERY. BIG RANGE OF MAJOR BRANDS STOCKED.
LOTS OF TREATS, BEDS & TOYS.
Tel - 01207 529680
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LIKE US ON FACEBOOK.

www.lilydalepetsupplies.co.uk

COMMUNITY CENTRE AGM
The 45th Annual General
Meeting of the Community
Centre took place on
Wednesday 20th March.
Dr Ian Brunt, President,
opened
proceedings
before handing over to
Chairman,
Arthur
Maughan MBE who spoke
about his sadness at the
closure of various clubs in
the village including
Amigos 12 years and
Lions Club after 46 years,
who are to hand over their
Charter Certificate to be
placed in the Community
Centre.
Arthur introduced newly
appointed Treasurer, Carol
Graham, before presenting
the financial report. He also
thanked Robin Gates for
the substantial work that
he has contributed. The
Community Centre is in a
healthy situation but
needs to raise £10,000 per
year to secure the current
success.

Arthur expressed his
concern over severe
competition to the very
successful gym during the
coming year. He thanked
all the staff by name for
their initiative and
enthusiasm in coming up
with many money raising
ideas, putting many hours
of extra work to bring the
right results.
Manager, John Wilson, in
his report, endorsed the
words of the Chairman.
Olive Simpkins spoke of
her sadness at the closure
of Amigos, John Wills
offered his thanks on
behalf of the Male Voice
Choir and Liz Smith spoke
optimistically for the
future of the Playgroup.
President, Chairman, and
Committee were all reelected. Retiring Secretary,
Harry Taylor, is to be
succeeded by Bob
Gibbon, (currently on
holiday). Harry was

presented with a gift by
Arthur Maughan for his
18 years of service. Harry
made an appropriate reply
including thanks to
Marlene Cairns who has

retired as Trustee after 26
years. Harry was then
elected a Trustee.
A reminiscent President,
Dr Ian Brunt, closed the
meeting with some

sincere words about his
fondness of Lanchester,
people
and
organisations, with the
Community Centre being
‘a jewel in the crown’.

3 Course Meal Sunday and Monday (All Day)
Tuesday to Saturday 12 to 7pm Only £6.95
Lunch time special Mon. to Sat. 12-2pm 3 Courses £4.95

“Greek Easter Party”
5th May. Ring for details.
Traditional Homemade Greek Cuisine

Ring 01207 438161

Take Away and Delivery available

LANCHESTER SOCIAL CLUB
NEWBIGGEN LANE LANCHESTER DH7 0PF
è WARM FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE
è BINGO THURSDAY NIGHTS

è 50/50 DANCING FRIDAY NIGHTS
FOUNDED IN 1959

è ENTERTAINMENT EVERY
SATURDAY NIGHT

NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME
Concert room with seating for 180 available for functions
to any member of the community
The committee of the Community Centre: Carol
Graham, Treasurer; Arthur Maughan
MBE,Chairman; Dr Ian Brunt, President, Harry
Taylor; Retiring Secretary.

Contact Richard Young or Trish Bennett on 01207 520475
or 01207 528304 for further information

WHAT’S NOT ON THE ANNUAL LITTER
PICK
As you probably know,
the annual village litter pick
planned by the Lanchester
Partnership could not be
held on March 23rd
because snow was
covering the litter. The
Partnership has now
decided not to have a
village litter pick at all this
year, partly because of
some practical difficulties
and partly because there
does not seem to be as

much litter as usual.
So congratulations to the
County and Parish
Councils and all others
who have contributed to
keeping the place pretty
clean.
Having said which, there
is still of course some litter,
and if anyone would like to
borrow a litter-picker and
bag-hoop and put in an
hour or two please ring
Jill Gladstone on 528 114.
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EGG BOULING (BOOLING) (BOWLING) AT
PACE EGG (PASTE EGG)
What’s in a name? Pace
Egg as it was known
historically, Paste Egg as
it is known now. Does it
matter?
The important thing is
that through the kindness
of Dr Ian Brunt it is
available, in the right
condition for Easter
Monday, a traditional

event for the last 18 years,
and for sledging as well.
On a very cold morning a
record 85 or so children
and adults arrived. There
was an enormous queue
for the onion skins peeled
by Burt Hunter (expert on
country crafts), Shirley
Mair and Richard Downs.
Burt gave the instructions

for wrapping the eggs
with only cow parsley
being available this year
due to continuous
horrendous weather.
Soon families were off
gathering this while Noel
Jackson played folk music
on his Boyd English
Concertina as they
returned.

Old Mill Knitsley
Country Restaurant / Bar and Luxury B&B

Yes we are back open again after flooding
which closed us last June.
We would like to welcome back all of our customers, old and
new. Relax in our bar or restaurant where you will be treated to
quality home cooked food fresh to order or sit outside beside
the water’s edge and enjoy the peaceful countryside with the
ducks, hens, doves and deer to keep you company.
Our marquee set in the grounds is available for weddings,
christenings, funerals, parties, conferences etc.
We also have 6 ensuite bed and breakfast rooms for a cosy
relaxing stay.
Please call us on 01207 581642. or visit our facebook page:
knitsley mill.

Ron and Maralyn O’Keefe

When eggs were suitably
wrapped and labelled
they were inserted into
the boiling pans whilst
everyone climbed the
bank looking for markers
around the perimeter
which entitled the finders
to a chocolate egg. This
exciting interlude was
organised by Elaine
Williams who always
contributes to the day.
Then it was back to the
yard for the traditional
Pace (Paste) Egging Song,
‘There’s 1/2/3 Jolly Boys’.
Noel and Burt are the
regulars for this and
recruited Rev Rupert
Kalus to make a trio. They
all sang with much
enthusiasm, gusto and
tunefully, creating terrific
enjoyment to an already
great
convivial
atmosphere. Potential XFactor winners perhaps not quite!
Then it was time for the
judging. Everything was
explained about each egg,
both gentle criticisms and
praise. The winner was 5
year old Katherine Bell,

second Eva Caden aged 9
and third James Mitchell,
3.
With winners judged it
was back up Paste Egg
and the bouling began. It
was very competitive but
fun, with adults joining
in.
The winner was Jack
Hardy aged 7 with a superb
long boule with Laura
Hunter aged 9 a very close
second.
As we left the field after
an ‘eggscellent’ morning
the sun finally came out
for about five minutes.
Burt, Noel and Elaine
would like to thank all
those children and adults
who came and took part
in the event. The
tremendous support you
gave made it all
worthwhile.
Thank you also to Dr
Brunt for the use of Paste
Egg
Bank,
the
Headteacher of The
Green School for access
to their car park, Rupert
the third voice, and last,
but by no means least, the
Onion Peelers.

are pleased to tell you that

The Glass & Art Gallery

Medomsley Road, Consett
has new, beautiful gifts and unique artwork arriving
every week giving you plenty of choice for every
occasion.
12 years in business and even more wonderful
items to choose from.
These may be tough times but our prices are still
very gentle. Come and visit us and see for yourself.
Visit our online shop on Facebook
- The Glass and Art Gallery
9.30 am to 4.30 pm Monday to Saturday
Tel: 01207 583353 Email: glassandartgallery@live.co.uk

Longest boule with a perfect egg, Jack Hardy
aged 7, 1st ; Laura Hunter, 2nd.

Please Support Local Business & List Your Property
To Let Or Sell with Ourselves. We Will Beat Any
Other Estate Agent’s Fee. We Will Go Joint
Alongside Your Initial Agent.
Free Valuation, No Sale No Fee, No Let No Fee info@alexander-lettings.co.uk (01207) 529900
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MORE EGG BOULING PICTURES

DURHAM ELECTRICAL MAINTENANCE ENGINEERS

Contact Paul Milburn for a Free Estimate.
Domestic & Commercial Electrical Work
carried out to IEE Wiring Regulations
18 BROADOAK DRIVE, LANCHESTER DH7 OQA

Phone 01207 529145 Mobile 07786 233417
EMAIL DEMEltd@taltalk.net
Burt Hunter explains how to wrap the eggs
Domestic & Agricultural Fencing
Flail Hedge Cutting
(Free Quotations following inspection)

FRED EMERSON
TEL 01207 520817
MBL 07932 107813

Jolly Boys at the back: Rev Rupert Kalus, Noel Jackson and Burt
Hunter. Dyed Egg Competition winners left to right: Eva Caden 2nd;
Catherine Bell 1st; End: James Mitchell. Others: Mae Deaville and
Anna Vasey with children back right.

DAVISONS
We have

That Outfit !!

Chasing after the eggs having just bouled them

you have been
looking for at
very competitive
prices.
Come and visit us today
Front Street, Leadgate
01207 502355
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LANCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Notes from the Ordinary Meeting held on Tuesday 9th April 2013
Minutes
Ordinary meeting held on
12th March 2013 approved.
Police Report - for the
period 27th February 27th March (see separate
article) was discussed.
On Thursday 13th June a
large scale live event will
take place in Lanchester
involving representatives
from the emergency
services,
voluntary
sector,
community
groups, North East Air
Ambulance and RAF.
The Neighbourhood
Warden report for
February was also
discussed.

Correspondence
(1) Lanchester
Allotments Association the minutes of their AGM
were received.
(2) Letters of thanks received from Lanchester
All Saints Catholic
School, Great North Air
Ambulance
and
Butterwick
House
Children’s Hospice for
grants received from the
Parish Council.
Area Action Partnership
& Parish Councils
Committee - Members
received an update on
recent meetings.
Maintenance Progress
Report - Members

THE ODD JOB MAN
Providing an odd job service around
the Lanchester & Durham Area.

Fences, Hedges, Lawns
Flat pack furniture construction
Any other odd jobs around
the House & Garden.

Contact Simon on: 07863927105

Jeff Smith School of Motoring
Lanchester Based

- Online Theory & Hazard
Training completely FREE
- Special rates for beginners
- Hourly lessons from £17/hour
- Gift vouchers available
- Major cards taken

Call:- 01207521201 or 07810870378
www.jeffsmith-som.com

Beautill e y

Mobile Beauty and Sports Fitness Therapy
Let Beautilley come to you and enjoy
a salon/spa experience in the
confort of your own home

Call Ann on: 07534775077
Email: beautilley@hotmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/MobileBeautilley
AndSportsFitnessTherapy

David Chapman
Plumbing & Heating
Established 1981
Water Industry Approved Plumber

GAS SAFE REGISTER
For free estimate and advice

Telephone: (01207) 521501
Mobile: 07977 502536
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considered the report
which outlined the
maintenance
work
undertaken over the last 3
months.
Members
thanked David Maddox
for all his work.
Hanging Baskets
Members agreed to accept
the price and to order the
hanging baskets for this
year.
Policies
The following policies
were reviewed and
approved: Safeguarding
Children and Vulnerable
Adults,
Public
Participation Policy,
Training - Statement of
Intent,
Publication
Scheme, Grants Policy
and
Community

Engagement - Statement
of Intent
Annual Training Plan
2012/13 and 2013/14
The completed training
plan for 2012/13 was
received and the training
plan for the current year is
to be progressed.
9 Month Bond
Members were informed
that the current bond is
due to mature in April. It
was agreed that a bond of
similar size and time scale
be sought.
Financial Year 2012/13 Final Budget Position
The report was received.
Financial Year 2012/13 End of Year Accounts
The Council accepted the
financial position for the

end of year and accepted
for certification the
Annual
Return
Accounting Statement
and Annual Governance
Statement.
Financial report discussed and received.
Accounts for Payment approved.
As this was the last full
Council meeting before
the elections the Chair
thanked all Members for
their contributions over
the last 6 years.
The next Ordinary
meeting of the Council will
be held on Monday 20th
May 2013 following the
Annual Meeting of the
Parish Council which will
commence at 7.15 pm.

POLICE REPORT
Reporting Period: 27th
February - 27th March
2013
Number of calls for the
area: 46
Number of community
related calls: 10
Alcohol Seizures 1
(youths congregating
near garages in Deanery
View); Burglaries 0;
Bogus Callers 0; AntiSocial Behaviour 10
(locations - rear of the
Indian Chef, in Deanery
View and The Garths);
Vehicle Nuisance 0;
Criminal Damage 1 (a bin
was removed from the
Green School and set
alight. Extra attention was
given to the school
grounds, the bins were
moved to a more secure
location and extra

cameras have been
installed to the grounds.);
Thefts 1 (4 aluminium
tables and chairs have
been removed from an
insecure rear yard at
Ricardo’s. All lines of
enquiries have been
investigated
with
negative result. It is
suspected that the items
have been removed by
scrap men.)
PACT Priority Update
The priority has been
anti-social behaviour at
the Indian Chef. Over the
past month officers have
regularly patrolled the
area and there have only
been two incidents
reported from the
property. Staff have
agreed to install CCTV to
the premises.

Positive Policing Results
It was eventually released
to the local and national
press regarding Police
involvement in the Crash
for Cash scheme. The
scheme was a four year
investigation targeting
an organised crime
group led by many
members of the Wright
family from Burnhope.
In total 60 males and
females were either
found or pleaded guilty
with many of those
people receiving prison
sentences and Alan
Wright receiving the
longest term of 4 years in
prison. Investigations
are still on-going
regarding this family and
their associates relating
to other criminal offences.

Scott Bricklaying & Building Services
Specialists in all aspects of building services
New Builds, Extensions, Garage conversions,
Porches, Driveways and Garden Projects

All Work Guaranteed
(Help & advice with plans)

Contact Scott Somerville
01207 507433 Mobile 07734905364
Email: scott@scottbricklaying.co.uk
www.scottbricklaying.co.uk

IMPORTANT EVENT
IN LANCHESTER
Date: Thursday 13th June
2013. Venue: Various
places in the village.
A large scale live event.
An outline of the event
was given at the PACT
Meeting held on 27th
March
by
Police
Operations Planning
Officer Steve Holden and
Graham
Lynn,
Contingency Officer,
Durham County Council.
At present the event is very
much in the initial planning
stage, with Steve stressing
that they would like the
whole community to be
involved. The emergency
services, the North East
Air Ambulance and the
RAF, together with the
volunteer sector, will be
present. A grant of £5,000
has been received and
Lanchester has been
chosen to hold the event
because of the impressive
way in which all the
residents work together

to help each other in an
emergency such as
flooding. Indeed a
resident present at the
meeting paid tribute to
those people who had
done so much during last
year’s flooding and
suggested that they
repeat this. Another
suggestion was a
simulated accident, such
as a crashed aeroplane in
the beck. The event is to
cover action necessary
during and after ANY
disruption in the village,
particularly with regard to
communication. The
schools have been
approached and it is
hoped that as many
Groups and organisations
as possible will take part
and offer suggestions as
to the format of the event.
Further meetings will be
organised with details and
progress being published
in the Village Voice.

A MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE …
I have spent much of my
time recently as a
member of the Children
&
Families
Bill
Committee. The normal
passage of a Bill into law
takes the form of - 1st
Reading
(chamber
debate), 2nd Reading
(chamber
debate),
Committee Stage (where
the Bill is gone through
line by line by a much
smaller committee);
Report Stage (chamber
debate) and Final
Reading
(chamber
debate). The Committee
stage of the C&FB
involves 2 sessions a
week - Tuesday and
Thursday from 8.55 am
up to the adjournment
of business (usually
7.00 pm). However we
have already been
warned that if we do not
go fast enough the
government Whips can
insist upon us ‘sitting’
until 10.00 pm.

The C&FB has many
good clauses, including
clauses to speed up
adoption. However I am
most concerned about
that section of the Bill
that deals with special
educational
needs
(SEN). The Bill extends
the current legislation to
academies and free
schools and that is a
good thing. However,
in my view, it is far from
clear what schools and
providers will be
required to offer locally
eg in respite support,
health provision and
paramedic provision
such as speech therapy
and physiotherapy, and
lack of clarity is fatal in
legislation. My biggest
worry is that whilst this
Bill seeks to improve
provision for children
with SEN, disabled
children and their
parents, cuts to local
authority budgets may

mean that some children
and their parents will see
their provision and
support reduced not
improved.
In
scrutinising this Bill,
word by word, line by
line, I will do my very
best to make sure that
does not happen.
If you would like to
contact me, please write
to me at Pat Glass MP,
Gledstone House, 26
Newmarket
Street,
Consett, Co Durham,
DH8 5LQ, email me at
pat.glass.mp@
parliament.uk
or
telephone my office on
01207 501782.

DENESIDE
TAXIS
(Kevin)
Local friendly service
Competitive rates
Tel: LANCHESTER

528882

Lanchester Village Link Bus Service
The Lanchester Village Link bus service helps members of the public, including those who are elderly
or infirm, get around the village. It runs from Monday to Friday (except Bank Holidays) from 9.40am
until 1.40pm. It picks up and sets down passengers at any safe point along the line of route except on
Lanchester Front Street and Durham Road where it uses the normal bus stops.
It makes 8 runs a day. 6 of these are funded by voluntary contributions and commissioned by the
Lanchester Partnership. 2 are funded and commissioned by the County Council.
All are operated by Prophet Private Hire.

Route
Kitswell Road (Cemetery), Newbiggen Lane, Mount Park Drive, Alderside Crescent,
Mount Park Drive, Newbiggen Lane, Front Street, Station Road, Ford Road, West
Drive, Humberhill Drive, Watling Way, West Drive, Ford Road, Station Road,
Durham Road, Manor Grange, Burnhopeside Avenue, Peth Bank, Deneside, Manor
Grange, Durham Road, Valley Grove, Durham Road, Front Street, Kitswell Road.

Timetable

The basic fare is 60p, but usual concessions apply

This is an advert paid for by the Lanchester Partnership
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SAMBA DRUMMING

Young Samba Drummers at All Saints Primary School at the end of term
All aspects of horticulture are covered, from a
full design and landscape service, down to
small garden maintenance jobs
vPaving
v Decking
v Fencing
vTurfing
vRegular Maintenance
vHedge / Tree Pruning and Removal
For free estimate contact Wayne Cowell on
07939029240 or 01207 520027

It was literally a rousing
time at the end of term at
All Saints RC Primary
School with a wonderful
performance of Samba
Drumming by children
from years 3/4 and 4/5.
Shaun Abbott, of
Durham Music Service,

has been teaching these
groups after school
since January with great
success.
Both sets performed
two pieces using
Shakers, Tamborims,
Surou Drums and
Agogo Bells. The
enthusiasm
was
tremendous and the
playing unbelievably
good, with fine rhythm

and terrific sound.
The parents enjoyed it,
so did the young
musicians, and by the
sight of Shaun leading
his pupils, controlling
them with his whistle,
whilst playing his Caixa
Drum, pounding his left
leg at furious speed, he
did too.
It was a big ‘well done’
to everyone.

IAN SAYER
Roofing Specialist
Tel: 01207 509862
Mobile: 07947 542570
e-mail: Iansayerroofing@btinternet.com
36,Gill Street, Consett, Co Durham DH8 7JT
SLATING - TILING - GUTTERING - REPAIRS
UPVC FASCIAS & SOFFITS - LEADWORK
FLAT ROOFING
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EASTER EGGS GALORE AT THE
EP SCHOOL

All Saints Catholic Church
Parish Centre
The parish centre has a large room available
for hire, which would be ideal for birthdays,
meetings, exercise classes, etc.
Facilities include, seating for up to 40, kitchen
and parking for 30 vehicles.

The cost is from £10/hr
To book the hall please ring
01207 520374 or
01207 520167

Lanchester Village
Taxis LTD.

588888

Est. 1986
24 Hr. number 07951 745335

Telephone 01207

AIRPORTS OUR SPECIALITY

CARS - PEOPLE CARRIERS - MINI BUSES

One of the many super displays of decorated Easter Eggs by pupils
from the EP School. On show were hundreds of Easter Eggs.
These were brilliantly decorated in so many themes,
far too many to describe.
(See back page for the EP School’s Easter bonnet display)

Fully licensed and insured

Lanchester Based over 23 years

Pad Secure
W indows - Doors - Locks

You do not need me to tell
you how cold it’s been
for the last ever so long
and such sub-zero
temperatures have been
accompanied
by
concerns about damage
to gardens. However, it’s
not all bad. There is a
positive side associated
with the low temperatures.
One benefit is that some
plants thrive on a cold,
dormant period to ensure
that flowering and seed
production take place
during the warmth of
spring and summer. A
second benefit is that cold
weather helps to control
pests and disease. May is
probably the busiest
month in the garden.
In the Borders
May is the perfect time of
year to tidy your borders.
Lightly fork over the soil
and remove any weeds.
This month is the latest
that Perennials can be
planted as the weather is
still mild and wet which
will give the plants a good
start. Also, there is still
time to lift and divide any

perennials that are too
large.
May is the time to plant-up
your hanging baskets.
This involves:
1. Putting your basket in a
large pot or bucket to
provide some stability for
the work. Place your liner
in position so that it fills
the basket. Trim off any
excess which comes over
the top.
2. Using scissors or a sharp
knife, cut 4cm (1.5 inch)
holes in the side of the
liner. There can be two
layers of slits if the basket
is deep enough.
3. Mix your compost with
water retaining granules to
help your basket from
drying out too quickly and
half fill the basket with the
mixture.
4. Take hold of your plant
and wrap some paper or
plastic around it (especially
the root ball). This helps to
protect the plant. Then
push it leaf-first through
the holes in the liner with
the root ball resting on the
compost.
5. Once the leaves are on

the outside and the rootball on the inside, remove
the paper or plastic and
gently spread out the
roots.
Add more
compost and work it
around the roots. Plant
up the remainder of the
basket using the same
procedure as above.
6. Smooth out the surface
of the compost and, if
necessary, put more
plants on the surface.
Finally water the plants
and keep the basket in a
frost-free environment
until any danger of frost
is passed.
In the Vegetable Plot
Sow outside French
beans, beetroot, sprouting
broccoli,
Brussels,
cabbage, lettuce, peas,
radish, spinach, swede
and turnip.
General
Don’t be persuaded to
dead-head your spring
flowering bulbs. Leave
the foliage to die back so
that the goodness goes
back into the bulbs to
provide for next year’s
flowers.

uPVC & TIMBER REPAIRS
MISTED GLAZING, HINGES, HANDLES & LOCKS
WINDOWS & DOORS SUPPLIED AND FITTED
24 HOUR LOCKSMITHS, CALL DAVID ON

TEL: 01207 501380 / 077 2580 3366
www.padsecure.co.uk
MORGAN PLASTERING & PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
Plastering/rendering
General property repairs
Garage conversions
All insurance work welcome
Specialists in damp proofing and damp repairs
Based in Lanchester - use local!
0781 8072339 or 01207 521294
www.morganplastering.co.uk

fre
ee
sti
ma
te

Gardening in May

Denis Dunn
Electrical Services
ØElectric Motor Repairs
ØDomestic Electrical Repairs
ØPortable Appliance Testing
ØStairlift Sales and Repairs

Free Estimates
Tel: 07535271533
Email: denis.dunn@btinternet.com
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LANCHESTER FLOWER CLUB
MEETING
* BUILT-UP FELT ROOFING * SLATING *
* TILING * GUTTERING * uPVC FASCIAS *
* SOFFITS etc.

- ALL WORK GUARANTEED FREEPHONE: Andy 01207 529936
Mobile: 07753 353906
11B Front Street
Lanchester Durham
Tel: 07910 080 209

Jacqueline A. Brough

H.N.D., I.I.H.H.T., M.G.B.T.

Beauty Therapist, Reflexologist,
Electrolysist, Reiki Master

To avoid disappointment please book
your appointment in advance
www.aurahealthbeauty.com
Email: aura.beauty@live.co.uk
Facebook: Jackie aura Durham

DOUBLE GLAZING
SPECIALIST
Kathleen Gibson from Blaydon, the demonstrator for the evening, poses for a
photograph with some of her flower arrangements which were raffled at the
end of the evening making six members very happy with their winnings.
Chairperson Helen members and friends to
Tomlinson welcomed last month’s meeting
along with Kathleen
Gibson from Blaydon,
our demonstrator. Her
theme was 'Let’s
Celebrate’.
All the
arrangements were
raffled. This year the
club will be celebrating
its Ruby anniversary
so many of the themes
will be including
celebrations.
All
Members
are
to
celebrate at Chapters
Restaurant in the
Derwentside College on
22nd May enjoying a
lovely lunch. We will
also have further
celebrations at our Open
Evening on Friday 28th
June - the demonstrator
will be Kathleen Marlor.
Her theme will be
entitled 'Celebrations'
and we look forward to a
really
enjoyable
evening.
The
Club will be
attending
the
Northumberland and
Durham Area members’
day on 29th May at the
The Village Voice Page 12

Lancastrian
Suite
Dunston. The speaker
for the morning session
will be Christine
McKenna followed by
lunch
then
the
afternoon session is a
demonstration
by
James
Burnside,
tickets £28.
This year there is to be
a special event at
Durham Cathedral - a
spectacular festival of
flowers. A celebration
of innovation in N E
England: inspired by
the Anglo Saxon
Lindisfarne Gospels
and
subsequent
periods of creativity.
Designers Pauline
Lund and Judith
Clancy, working with
members of Flower
Clubs in the local area
of NAFAS will fill
the Cathedral with
some
stunning
arrangements. Our
club’s reps are Helen
Tomlinson and Kathy
Smith. This event will
be from 30th August to
4th September.

W I NEWS

Armstrong Plumbing & Heating
ðFull heating systems installed.
ðBoiler replacement and servicing.
ðAll plumbing jobs (Small and large).
ðComplete bathrooms installed.
ðDisabled bathrooms new or modified.
Telephone: (01207) 507356
Mobile: 07812427990
GAS SAFE REGISTER No 206608

Lanchester Bridal
Follow your heart right to our
door! Find the dress of your
dreams at an affordable price.
Handpicked new, sample and pre-loved
wedding, bridesmaid and prom dresses
5 Front Street, Lanchester, DH7 OLA
T E L: 0 7 7 8 3 6 8 9 3 7 1 or 01207 437241

F R E D

M c A L OAN

ELECTRICAL SERVICE
Additional Sockets, Lighting, Showers
Cooker Points, Full or Part Rewires
RELIABLE & DEPENDABLE SERVICE
NO JOB TOO SMALL PART P REGISTERED
Tracy Dobson, Marie Murphy, Heather Muir, Betty Walton, Marian
Williams, Barbara Sproat, Angela Velleman and Carol Troy preparing for
the WI darts semi finals at Witton Gilbert.
President
Jennifer
Macdonald welcomed
everyone to our March
meeting before reading a
poem.
Last month members
enjoyed a behind the
scenes visit to the Theatre
Royal followed by lunch
at Fenwicks.
The semi finals of the WI
darts competition were
held at Witton Gilbert. We
had not entered before
but had two teams who
did very well, one team
going in the finals and the
other awarded the booby
prize; everyone was a
winner.
We will be voting next
month on whether we
want 'How to tackle the
decline of our high streets'
to be this year's resolution,
all details are in WI Life so
could you please read
them and we will vote at
the next meeting.
Our speaker this evening
was Dave English from
Proctor and Gamble. Mr
Proctor and Mr Gamble
sailed to America, married

two sisters and started
by selling soap. The
company now employs
over 138,000 people in
80 countries and is the
largest company in the
world making over 300
brands.
Dave is a trainer and goes
out to firms who sell
'white goods' so that
when we buy a machine
we will be given advice
on the best way to use it.
Dave then gave a slide
show and talk on how to
get the best from our
washing machines using
the correct detergents. I
found that even after 41
years of washing I could
do better. We were each
given a book full of
helpful advice and Ariel
stain remover which
ended a very helpful and
informative talk.
Marie Murphy won the
raffle and the competition
winners were Angela
Velleman and Ann Smith.
Ann gave the vote of
thanks and the evening
ended with refreshments.

Free Estimate & Friendly Advice
0781 3202 470
01207 500770

26 Front Street,
Lanchester Co Durham
01207 520265
Dental, Cosmetic & Implant Studio

Westlands Dental Studio dedicated to your Oral Health
Prevention is at the heart of everything we do to ensure you maintain
a healthy smile for life.

Why not book a FREE CONSULTATION with our patient
care co-ordinator for:^ A WHITER SMILE
^ PORCELAIN AND COMPOSITE VENEERS
^ CROWNS AND BRIDGES
^ SIX MONTHS SMILE
^ INVISALIGN
^ INMAN ALIGNER
^ DENTAL IMPLANTS - ALL ON 4™ -TEETH IN A DAY
At Westlands Dental Studio we pride ourselves as a
“Family Friendly Practice” and are currently welcoming
new patients.
We offer appointments to suit all our patients needs,
whether it be early morning, late evening or Saturday
appointments.
Please call Dorothy on 01207 520265 for any queries or
to arrange an appointment.

www.westlandsdentalstudio.co.uk.
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CRICKET CLUB NEWS
Fingers crossed that by
now the sun is shining,
the grass is green and it is
warm enough to have
played cricket. As I write
this, it is still only a handful
of degrees and not easy

Mobile PC Engineer
No Call-out Charges
Reasonable Rates
Cisco Certified

Repairs, Servicing, Upgrades, Diagnostics
Who you Gonna Call?

Crashbusters.
0191 389 0900 or 07855581013
email: crashbusters@gmail.com
www.crashbusters.co.uk

D.A.R.S

Domestic Appliance Repair Service
Repairing appliances across Co. Durham

to get excited at the
prospect of playing. April
6th was Cricket Force Day
and a number of the squad
turned up at the ground
to start the seasonal
preparation. Everything
was given a new lick of
paint and a tidy round to
get us in a position to
start when the sun shines.
The opening fixtures set
for the 20th April are
tough, as our first two
teams play Annfield Plain
who have strengthened
their side this year, whilst
we have concerns about
our numbers. We’ve lost
Graham Brinton and Greg
Patterson at first team

For all Repairs, Sales & Installation of
Domestic Appliances
(Including professional oven cleaning)

LANCHESTER PLUMBING & HEATING LTD
Gas Safe & Oil Service Engineers
F ROM A L EAKING T AP T O C OMPLETE
C ENTRAL H EATING S YSTEM
NO JOB TOO SMALL
COMPETITIVE QUOTES ~ FREE ADVICE ~ NO CALL OUT
CALL BARRY ON: (01207) 528139 OR (MOBILE): 07717174739

of
Exhausts at Rock Bottom Prices
We also specialise in

Performance (up to 26 inch) Low Profile and 4X4 Tyres
also

RUN FLAT TYRES (Now available fitted while-u-wait)

or
Tyres, MOTs, Servicing,Timing Belts, Catalysts, Wheel
Balancing,Oil & filter change, Laser Tracking,
Brakes, Clutches, Diagnostics

And now we are class 4 and 7 MOT Testing Station
Car and Commercial
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the 11s travelling in the
opposite direction. The
13s follow on the 28th
home to Shotley.
Anyone interested in
playing can contact First
team captain Stu McPhail
or chairman Neil Graham
on 07717516759.
If anyone would like to
sponsor a game or even
just a match ball, then
please get in touch, we
would be most grateful.
Finally, we would just like
to offer our thanks to the
former Lions for the help
they provided to the club
over the years. Their
absence will be felt by the
community they served.

NEWS AT THE NET

All work guaranteed - free quotes
Tel: 01207 591150 www.dars-consett.co.uk
Enquiries at dars.consett@gmail.com
Order your appliance parts at :www.dars-parts.co.uk

Brickflats Garage, Tow Law, Bp Auckland
Tel: 01388 730455 or 01388 730483
Web: www. ridleyexhausts.com
“Be Garage Wise”

level and are still hoping
to bring in new players to
replace them. We do have
20 year old Michael Lukic
who is a left arm bowler
from Tasmania. Michael
has a good record at state
level and hopes to make
an impact in his first year
overseas as he broadens
his horizons. The third
team also start against
Annfield Plain but a week
later and will be hoping to
build on last season’s
work of introducing the
juniors to senior cricket.
The under 15s kick off on
the 22nd away at Ryton,
whilst the following night
the 18s host Blaydon with

Spring! What spring?
With fingers firmly
crossed and hoping for
some good weather, the
Tennis Club is about to
commence coaching and
play at their grass courts
on Ford Road.
After a successful couple
of weeks coaching at the
Green school, it is now
time to move to the more
natural playing surface,
and the committee and
ground staff have worked
hard to prepare the courts
for the opening day on
Saturday 4th May.
The coaching sessions
on a Monday evening are
as follows;
Up to 8 years old
4.30 to 5.30 pm
8 to 12 year olds
5.30 to 6.30 pm
13 year olds to adult
6.30 to 7.30 pm

Equipment is available for
use and the first session
on the grass will be
Monday 13th May.
A full programme of
social events is also
planned for 2013 and
these will include;
Saturday 11th May
Tennis Fun day
Thursday 23rd May
‘Tasty Tennis’ Evening
Saturday 22nd June
BBQ
Sunday 14th July
Strawberry tea
So now, all we need is a
bit of luck with the allimportant weather, and
the 2013 season could be
one of the best ever. Or is
that just wishful thinking
on your correspondent’s
part. We shall see!
Please contact Dennis
Laycock on 01207 520278
for full details.

THURSDAY CLUB
UPDATE
The recent Coffee
Morning held in aid of
the Great North Air
Ambulance was a really
busy
and
very
enjoyable event which
raised £280 (and
counting) for this
worthy cause - we
would like to thank

everyone who came
along
or
who
contributed in any
way to helping us reach
such a grand total.
In May the Thursday
Club will be off on a
day's
outing
to
Beningborough Hall in
North Yorkshire.

LANCHESTER BOWLING CLUB
REPORT

The green will be open
from Friday 26th April
with the first match on the
evening of 1st May up at
White-le-Head (better
take a few woolly jumpers).
This year we are
honoured that our
secretary, Ken Raper, is

President of Bowls
Durham and we will be
hosting the Men’s
County Championships
in July.
We have been working on
strategies
as
an
organisation to be as
welcoming as possible to
new members. For example
we are offering new
members a reduced
membership of only £10
for a full season of
bowling. Also we are
holding a ‘Getting started’
session on Saturday 27th

April at 2.00 pm to show
first time bowlers the
basics. Attending the
session is free, please
bring flat shoes. Our
website has been updated
with information for
prospective
new
members; see www.
communigate.co.uk/ne/
lanchesterbowlingclub
or if that’s too long, just
Google
Lanchester
Bowling Club.
Make friends, have fun,
get competitive, play
bowls.

LANCHESTER LOCAL HISTORY
SOCIETY
Following the Society’s
outdoor visit to two
Roman Temples last June,
Georgina Plowright, who
had led the outing and
who is a member of the
Society, gave a talk on
the religion of the
Romans in the area of
Hadrian’s Wall at the
meeting on 5th April.
Georgina has recently
retired from her position
of curator of the four
museums on the Wall, and
certainly knows her
subject. She gave a
fascinating
talk,
illustrated with slides of
temples, altars, various
articles used in the
worship of the gods and

described how their
worship was influenced
by the area, other
nationalities (such as the
Greeks) and what was
used during worship.
This included candles,
gold plate, music, incense
and sacrifice. After
answering questions,
Georgina was thanked by
Chairman John Thompson
who also informed
members of this year’s

outing, which is a visit to
the Oriental Museum and
the Botanic Gardens in
Durham. Further details
will be given next month.
The speaker on Friday,
May 3rd, is Julian Harrop
from Beamish Museum,
on
‘Weird
and
Wonderful’. This sounds
very interesting and
everyone is welcome to
come and see exactly what
it will be about.

Cytech qualified, Pick-up/drop-off

07985 321203
neil@theflyingspanner.co.uk

BRYMAR
Plastering Services
All aspects of internal plastering, alteration work
and home improvements. A quality, reliable and
professional service. For information and FREE
quotation contact Blair on:

07952 908 196
Shotley Bridge, Consett, Co Durham

Georgina
Plowright
with
Chairman
John
Thompson

LADIES WHO LUNCH
For our last lunch out we
returned to the Beamish
Park Hotel just outside
Stanley on the way to
Newcastle. It is a favourite
haunt of ours, providing a
guaranteed good lunch
every time, and this time
was no exception, The
conservatory with its
floor to ceiling windows
has a gorgeous outlook,
often with red kites flying
overhead - although not
on this occasion. It was
still very cold, but the
Beamish Park is a cosily
warm environment - we

Mobile Bicycle Repairs
Lanchester’s own bike mechanic

love the ambience of the
place, it makes us feel very
comfortable.
We sampled for a starter
duck parfait with Autumn
chutney and doorstop
toast. Mains were braised
brisket of beef with
mustard mash, roasted
root vegs and gorgeous
gravy, breast of chicken
in a green pepper sauce
with baked potatoes,
button mushrooms and
broccoli. For puds we had
Belgian chocolate and
cherry torte with white
chocolate
sorbet,

cappuccino crème brulée,
vanilla ice cream with fruit
and nut biscotte, lemon
posset with blood
oranges and almond
wafers. One of us had an
avocado and prawn
sandwich with tortilla
chips. It was all quite
delicious.
Another lovely aspect
of the hotel is the
beautiful fresh flower
arrangements, always just
that little bit different.
We look forward to going
again - soon.
The Gourmet Girls

LANCHESTER CARPETS
THE QUALITY RETAILER GIVING
FRIENDLY RELIABLE SERVICE

- Free estimates
9 Church View
- Free local delivery
- Expert fitting service Lanchester
- Rugs and Vinyls
01207 521771
- 100’s Rems

P KIRBY

Est 1987

Plumbing, Heating and Building Services
Specialists in Bathroom Refurbishment
Tiling, Shower panels, Pvc Ceilings
and all related Building work

Free Estimates
Tel/Fax: 01207 284230 Mob: 07836742359
Email pk.plumbing@live.com
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CROSSWORD 84
ACROSS
9.
Able to remember
rite event (9)
10. See 11
11,10. Tangerine
for
example (7,5)
12. Where
movie
actors work (4,3)
13. Apache produces
pain (4)
14. Blow desire to
expurgate (10)
15. Lean cut of meat (7)
17. Leaves (4,3)
19. Fool (10)
22. A b o m i n a b l e
snowman (4)
23. A
cat
cot
composition (7)
24. China clay (7)
26. Fish eating mammal
(5)
27. Bad Lent mince (9)

DOWN
1.
Delay (15)
2.
Incriminate it in
putsch changes
(6-2)
3.
Open (4)
4.
Sharpener is Lot
One (8)
5.
Turned pages (6)
6.
Waste liquid (8)
7.
Breakfast cereal
(6)
8.
1886 gift to USA
by France (6,2,7)
16. Worship
of
craven images (8)
17. Penalty (4,4)
18. Witty remark (35)
20. S u b t l e
distinction (6)
21. Peaceful (6)
25. Sign (4)

ANSWERS TO CROSSWORD 83
Name __________________________________
Address ________________________________

Please send your entries (by deadline date on back
page) to The Village Voice, c/o Lanchester Community
Centre, Newbiggen Lane, Lanchester, DH7 0HY.
ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING AND BRICKWORK
Re-Skims, Ceilings, Concreting, Pointing ... etc
Over 20 Years’ Experience. All Work Guaranteed

CROSSWORD 83
There were 17 entries in
last month’s crossword
competition.
Congratulations to
Jim Rafferty of
Greenwell Park who
was the winner in the
draw and will receive
the £10 prize.

ACROSS
9.
Glengarry
10.
rouge
11.
prodigy
12.
enforce
13.
noose
14.
derring-do
16.
hammer and sickle
19.
spectacle
21.
paces
22.
silicon
23.
acerbic
24.
alien
25.
recherché

DOWN
1.
agapanthus
2.
jeroboam
3.
ignite
4.
fray
5.
Tyne Bridge
6.
graffiti
7.
Tuareg
8.
here
14.
dead centre
15.
open secret
17.
enticing
18.
kickback
20.
eclair
21.
prefer
22.
scam
23.
arch

SUDOKU
Free Estimates. No Job Too Small
QUALITY WORK AT AFFORDABLE PRICES
Telephone: (01207) 284881 Mobile: 07813 339467

D. FORSTER
EST 1995

U.P.V.C. WINDOWS & DOORS
ALL ASPECTS OF U.P.V.C. UNDERTAKEN
FASCIA - GUTTERING - SOFFITS
Doors
Bow Windows
from
£350
from £650

NO SALESMAN
CALL FOR FREE QUOTATION

HOME: 01207 581009
MOBILE 0771 820 1050
All windows and doors 70mm internal
beaded to British Standards
F.E.N.S.A. REGISTERED COMPANY No 30009
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There is just one simple rule in Sudoku. Each row and each column must contain
the numbers 1 to 9, and so must each 3 x 3 box. See next month for answers.

HENRY'S MUM WRITES BOOK
TO RAISE MONEY FOR KIDS
WITH CANCER
348 Days, a book written
by local resident Jane
Nattrass has just been
published. It's the story
of Henry Dancer and his
battle with cancer and it
is being sold to raise
funds for the charity in
his name. Lanchester
News is the only outlet.
This heart warming story
uses the diaries his Mum
kept throughout his
illness and the emails
sent to family and friends
as his condition led to
his death in November
2010.
348 Days outlines the
closeness and love of a

mother and son and the
tragic loss of a young man
who gave so much to
everyone who knew
him. It describes their life
in hospital and some of
the wonderful people
they met there. Whilst it
is a tragic tale, there are
moments of true joy and
friendship.
Responses so far include:
"I read it in one sitting Powerful
is
an
understatement!" K
Ledger.
"I've finished 348
Days within 2 days. All I
can say is that it was an
enthralling
read.

Touched me very
deeply." Brian, Sacriston.
With HUGE thanks to
Tony and Gillian at
Lanchester News and
Post Office for selling on
our behalf. They've
always been so kind in
helping us out and have
raised so much for us for
other kids in the same
situation. Copies can be
bought at Lanchester
News for £9.99 and all
proceeds go to the
charity - Henry Dancer
Days. You can also
order a copy at
henrydancerdays@
aol.com (£2 P&P).

Henry with his
Mum, Jane
Nattress

A D VA N C E D
DECORATING

David Gallagher

Painter and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES
4 Woodside Tce,
Stanley
Co. Durham DH9 7HG
01207 231338
07887 881396
davidg3001@talktalk.net

www.advanced-decorating.org.uk
Part P Registered

Specialising in Rewires, Inspections &
Testing. All types of electrical work
undertaken. NO JOB TOO SMALL
Call Brian 01207 283944 or
07534739335
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Graham the Gardener
For all your Gardening Needs All Year Round
A Local Business, Free Estimates and Fully Insured
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Garden Maintenance
Turfing
Garden Tidy Ups
Tree, Hedge and Shrub Work
Weed Control
Beds and Borders
Contact Graham on
Grass Cutting
Tel No 01207 528016 / 521803
Tubs, Pots and Baskets 0796 2236826 / 0796 2236829

Specialists in all areas
of domestic renovation
For All Your Property Needs
Over 10 years experience
We are based in Lanchester

Tel: 07789481500 or 01207 528639
Email: jacproperty@yahoo.co.uk
Visit www.jacproperty.co.uk for examples of our work

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Malvern Pudding
This delicious, quickly
made pudding comes
from Worcestershire, a
good fruit growingcounty.
For 4 portions
BASE
1lb cooking apples
1oz butter
1oz granulated sugar
Grated rind of 1 small
lemon
SAUCE
1 standard egg
1oz butter
1oz plain flour
¾ pint milk
1oz granulated sugar
TOPPING
2ozs demerara sugar

½ level teaspoon
cinnamon
½oz butter
1. Peel, core and slice the
apples. Place 1oz butter in
a medium sized saucepan
and heat until melted. Add
apples and 1oz granulated
sugar. Cover and cook
over low heat, stirring
occasionally, until soft and
thick. Remove from heat
and stir in lemon rind;
spread in a one and a half
pint ovenproof dish.
2. Beat egg. Melt 1oz butter
in a medium-sized
saucepan; stir in flour and
cook gently for about 2
minutes,
without

browning. Add milk, bring
to boil, stirring, and simmer
for 2 minutes. Remove
from heat and stir in 1oz
granulated sugar. Beat in
egg, a little at a time. Return
to heat and cook for one
minute, stirring.
3. Pour sauce over apple
mixture. Prepare a
moderate grill.
4. Mix demerara sugar and
cinnamon together in a
small basin; sprinkle on
top of sauce and dot with
½oz butter. Place dish
under grill and heat until
sugar has caramelized.
Remove from grill and
serve hot or cold.

J. DANIELS JOINERY
6 panel grained Internal doors supplied
and fitted from £60 inc.
hinges and handles
~Doors~Skirting~Loft storage~Spindles~
Time served joiner specialist in property
renovation. References available.
For a free quote call Jon on

Tel: 01207529442
Mob: 07786248574
ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S
SUDOKU
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WHA
T’S ON?
WHAT’S
Exercise
Valencia!

Swishing
Evening

On Thursday 13th June
we will have fire
engines, police vehicles,
ambulances and a
helicopter in our village!
This is because the
Government is giving out
4 grants to be spent on
‘flood
simulation
exercises’, and our
county’s Local Resilience
Forum (a partnership of
emergency services)
succeed in getting one of
the grants and it also
decided that its exercise
should take place in
Lanchester!
The Police Force, Fire
Service, Ambulance
Service, County Council
Contingencies Unit, the
Environment Agency,
voluntary organisations,
community groups and
schools will all be
involved in a very exciting
day.
Put the date in your diary
and look out for lots more
information in next
month’s Village Voice.

Ladies: let’s 'swish' for
Christian Aid on
Thursday 2nd May from
7.30 pm at Lanchester
Methodist Church.
The idea is to bring
along at least one item
of good quality clothing,
shoes or accessories to
'swish' - ie to swap, or
simply donate, to raise
funds for Christian Aid.
We aim to cater for most
sizes and styles!
Ladies who do not wish
to participate in 'swish'
are welcome to come
along too, to enjoy the
fellowship and, most
importantly, to support
Christian Aid.
Admission to this fab
event, to include coffee
and cake, as well as the
opportunity to take
home 'new' additions for
your wardrobe, is £5.
Proceeds will go to
Christian Aid projects in
the developing world.
Any items 'unswished'
at the end of the evening
can be donated to the
village Red Cross shop.
This is eco recycling at
its best!
It would be most helpful
if items could be brought
to church on Thursday
2nd May, prior to
7.30 pm. Church will be
open between 1.00 pm
and 4.00 pm, otherwise
bring along on the night!
If you need to have items
collected please contact
Dianne Emerson on
520817.
All donations should be
in good, clean condition,
with items of clothing
ironed,
and
on
individual hangers with
sizes clearly marked.
Browsing, however, will
not start before 7.30 pm!
There will be a communal
changing room so you
can 'try before you buy'.
Looking forward to
seeing you on 2nd May
- happy 'swishing'.

Flower Club
On Wednesday 1st May
at1.30pmintheCommunity
Centre there will be a
workshop with Margaret
Earl of Winlaton.
The 40th Anniversary
Lunch will be held at
Chapters Restaurant,
Derwentside College, on
Wednesday 22nd May.

Open House
Light Lunch at the Open
House, in the Chapter
House of the Parish Church
welcomes everyone. May
2nd, 11.30 am to 1.00 pm.

History Society
Friday, 3rd May, 7.30 pm
in the Community Centre.
Julian Harrop, from
Beamish Museum, will
give a talk entitled ‘Weird
and
Wonderful’.
Everyone welcome to
come and find out what
it’s all about.
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Country
Market
On Saturday 4th May,
10am-12.00, come along
to the Country Market in
the Community Centre for
your fresh produce, cakes,
pies, jams, chutneys,
eggs, plants, etc.

Short Circuit
Walks
May 4th, Bamburgh, 5
miles. Meet in the car park
to the south east of the
Castle, NU180349.
May 18th, Angel of the
North, 5 miles. Meet in the
car park on the north
bound lane of the A167
from Eighton roundabout,
NZ264578.
Both walks start at 10.30 am.

own disadvantage - one
physical, following a
paragliding accident, the
other socio economic.
Based on a true story and
told with truth, integrity
and humour towards the
ignorance that those who
live with paralysis face
each and every day. Well
worth seeing, do come!
Entry £2.50 members. £3.50
occasional visitors, £2 for
young people. The entry
covers
the
raffle,
refreshments and film.

Red Cross
Open Evening

The Red Cross shop is
holding an open evening
on Tuesday 7th May as
part of Red Cross week.
We will be open until
Family Disco 7.00pm. Refreshments will
On Saturday 4th May from be provided.
3 pm - 6 pm (and 7.30 10.30 pm for 11-16 year Mothers' Union
olds) in Lanchester Social Bishop Mark is the
Club. Tickets are £3 and speaker at the meeting on
should be bought at local Wednesday 8th May,
retailers beforehand. All 7.30 pm in the Chapter
proceed will go to the Fraja House.
Ellie appeal. She has
Ghost Hunt
neuroblastoma and may
need treatment abroad. On Saturday May 11th
Contact
Annemarie from 9 pm - 3 am in the
Warner on 07702 422140 Community Centre, join
the Haunting Evidence
for more information.
team
to investigate
Paradiso Club the various stories
The next Social will be held associated with the
on Sunday May 5th from building. Tickets £19.99
7.00 pm - 9.15 pm in the are strictly limited and are
Main Hall of the available on eBay - search
Ghost
Hunt
Community Centre. This for
will be the final Social in Lanchester Old School.
this run; we will hope to Refreshments and buffet
included in ticket price.
resume in October.
There will be the usual
Raffle and Refreshments Junior/Family
Wildlife
as well as the opportunity
to
see
the
film On Sunday 12th May,
'UNTOUCHABLE' on the meet at 9.30 am in the
big screen.
Community Centre car
This is described as a park. Visit/venue to be
charming and uplifting confirmed on the
French comedy and won morning.
the Academy award for the
best foreign language film Wildlife Group
topping the French charts. On Tuesday 14th May at
It is about a friendship that 7.30 pm in the small hall of
develops between a the Community Centre,
wealthy quadraplegic, there will be a talk by Dave
Philippe and his carer, an Wainwright, Butterfly
ex convict, each has his Conservation Officer.

Wet Nose Day
This year's Wet Nose Day
5 mile sponsored dog walk
is on Sunday 12th May in
aid of Supporters of Stray
and Abandoned Dogs
(SoSAD). Last year we
managed to raise over
£2800 to help pay for the
vet bills for the many stray
and abandoned dogs that
come into Deerness
Kennels Rescue Centre.
Sponsorship forms are
available from Deerness
Kennels or you can come
on the day and make a
donation. Registration
normally takes place from
around 12.30 pm with the
walk starting around 2 pm.
There will be lots to do for
all
the
family,
refreshments will be
available and, once
walkers return, we’ll also
have our annual Dog
Show. with categories
including Handsomest
Dog, Waggiest Tail, Dog
Most Like Owner,
Cleverist Trick, Cutest
Pup, Prettiest Pooch and
last but not least Best
Rescue Dog! We’ll also
have Doggy Tombola and
raffle with lots of prizes
for both you and your
dog.
We look forward to seeing
you there. You’d be
barking mad to miss it!

WI
Our next meeting will be
held on Monday 13th
May (second Monday) in
the small hall of the
Community
Centre
starting at 7 pm.
Our speaker will be Maria
Bailey on Education for
Deaf People and the
competition a lady’s
corsage. Visitors are
always very welcome.
June Wallis is holding a
Garden Party for WI
members on Wednesday
12th June. Tickets will be
available from the next
meeting at £3 each, which
includes tea and raffle
with the proceeds going
to Willow Burn. The
theme is pink!!!

Derwentside
Byways and
Bridleways
Walks on alternate
Tuesday
evenings,
starting at 7.00 pm.
14th May: meet at the car
park, Colliery School,
Dipton, on A692.
28th May: meet at the
'Shepherd and Shepherdess'
next to the entrance to
Beamish Museum.

Show Time
Lanchester Male Voice
Choir with Jane Westwater
present 'Show Time' on
Friday 17th May at 7 pm in
Lanchester Methodist
Church in aid of the Village
Bus. Tickets £7 from choir
members or Mike
Gladstone, 01207 528114.

Transport
If anybody would like to
go to the Male Voice Choir
evening on 17th May, in
aid of the Village Bus and
would like transport, please
phone Karin Bravington
on 520784. If there is
enough interest, we will
arrange for the bus to get
people there and back
home. Please come along!
It promises to be a lovely
evening and you are
supporting a good cause.

Coffee Morning
On Saturday, 25th May,
between 10 am and 12 noon
in the Methodist Chapel in
aid of the North Durham
National Rheumatoid
Arthritis Society Group, in
order to raise funds for
research into methods of
alleviating suffering in
rheumatoid
arthritis
patients. Coffee, with
biscuits, scones and cakes
will be on sale, together
with a jewellery and bric-abrac stall. All welcome.

Calendar Girls
Chester le Street Theatre
Group are performing the
popular box office hit
Calendar Girls on
Wednesday 29th May to
Saturday 1st June at
7.15 pm in the Community
Centre, Chester le Street.
For tickets (£7/£6) ring
Jean Martin on 0191 388
3778. Any profits will go to
Leukaemia Research and
Willow Burn Hospice.

Kids' Club
On Thursday 30th May at
2 pm in the Community
Centre, the film 'Rise of the
Guardians' will be shown
in aid of Fraja Ellie
Simpson. Only £2 per
person. All welcome.

Go Green

Brass Band

for Willow Burn in May.
This fun event may involve
anyone. GoGreenbyhaving
aWillowBurncollectionbox
on your counter or in your
office; Go Green by painting
yourself green and donating
a fiver; Go Green by baking
gooey green cakes and
selling them; Go Green by
wearing green for work or
school and making a
donation or collecting
sponsorship; Go Green by
being environmentally
friendly and sending the
savings to the hospice; Go
Green by planting flowers or
vegetables or selling
seedlings or plants - anyone
can Go Green and raise
moneyforWillowBurn! For
moredetailscontactDanielle
Horsleyon(01207)529224.

Lanchester Brass Band
practises every Sunday
afternoon 3.00 pm - 5.00 pm
and Wednesday 7.30 pm 9. 30 pm in the upper room
of Croft View. New
members are always
welcome. Tuition and
instrument provided.

Red Cross
Lunch
The Red Cross is organising
a Ladies Luncheon on
Thursday 23rd May, at
FinbarrsinDurham,cost£21.
This includes a two course
lunchwithcoffee,thespeaker
willbeCatherineHartgiving
a talk entitled Hats for All.
If you would like to attend
please call into the shop for
more details.

Breathe Easy
Group

Wear Smart n Spray
Mobile Paint, Body & Trim Repair
If you’ve got a Scuff or Scrape,
a Dent or a Ding

We are a friendly,
informal support group
for anyone affected by
lung disease; carers and
relatives of the person
who has a lung
condition are very
welcome to come along
too.
We meet in Lanchester
Community Centre on
the second Thursday of
each month (although
not usually in August).
We meet in the large hall
from 2.00 pm until
4.00 pm for a cup of tea
and a chat and often we
invite a speaker with
knowledge of lung
disease and other
medical conditions.
Sometimes we have a
quiz, beetle game etc or
easy exercises.
We also go on outings
and every month normally on a Monday go out for lunch, trying
out different pubs in the
area.
Our next meeting will be
on May 9th and the topic
will be ‘Care Connect’.
All are welcome.
For further information
please phone Jill
Gladstone on 01207 528
114 or Betty Welch on
01207 563 117.

I’m your man, call
Michael Willingale
07917607519
Repairs at your home

Lanchester Pharmacy
Front Street Lanchester
Telephone/Fax 01207

520365

• Discounted perfumes and gift sets
• Toiletries
• Makeup
• Wide range of vitamins and
supplements

We are here for your
health and care needs

PACT Meeting
The next meeting will be
on Wednesday 22nd May
at 7.15 pm in the
Community Centre. All
welcome.

new image
hair & beauty

“North East Bridal
Champions”

North East Award winning
Premier Hair Salon
Specialist in all areas of Hairdressing

Beauty Treatment
Complete range of beauty treatment

For Women and Men
Celebrating 31yrs.
in hairdressing

1-2 Front Street Lanchester
01207 520331
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EASTER CROCUS

EASTER BIRTH

Some lovely purple, yellow and white coloured crocuses seen
on the by-pass near the Bowling Green.
Does this mean that Spring has arrived at last?

A moving sight as the foal struggles to its feet. This was
in a field between Oakwood and Malton where the
Shetland ponies are currently grazing.

EASTER BONNETS AT THE EP SCHOOL

A lovely Easter Bonnet Parade by the Nursery School children
Pupils at the EP School
ended the term with a
Coffee Afternoon for
parents and on show
were hundreds of
Easter Eggs. These
were
brilliantly
decorated in so many
themes, far too many
to describe. A lovely
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bonus
for
the
afternoon was a parade
of Easter Bonnets by
the Nursery School
Children. Despite the
cold weather the
function was well
attended and the eggs
much admired. (Picture
of eggs on page 11.)

NEXT
DEADLINE
Please send any
articles for the next
Village Voice by
Tuesday 21st May The
deadline for adverts is
19th May.
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