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‘NO ROOM AT THE INN’

Thanks to Beth Lloyd for sending this panoramic photo taken in the Parish Church on Christmas Eve, showing the huge
number of people who had taken shelter from the rain on the Green. See page 5 for story and more pictures.

NORTH DURHAM HUNT
An old
postcard of
the North
Durham Hunt
in front of the
Deanery in
Lanchester.
Thanks to
Les
Richardson
for sending
this to us.
Please
contact us if
you can put a
date on this
photograph.
See page 8
for story and
pictures of
this year’s
Boxing Day
Hunt.

LANCHESTER LIONS CEASE TO ROAR
After 46 years of service
to the village, it is with
regret that as from the
end of June this year, we
will cease to remain
members of Lions
International and therefore
Lanchester Lions will not
continue as a village club.
The decision has been
taken due to ageing and
falling membership; in
spite of all efforts we have

had no success in
recruiting replacements.
Therefore
reduced
numbers
make
it
increasingly difficult to
operate and carry out the
traditional functions such
as the Carnival, Bonfire
and Senior Citizens’
Christmas Party.
It is regrettable, but after
much discussion at a recent
club meeting, the remaining

members decided that due
to notification of further
reductions in membership
numbers being indicated,
we have no alternative but
to close as a village
organisation.
We would like to think that
over the past 46 years, we
have made a valuable
contribution both locally
and
internationally.
Lanchester Lions members

would therefore like to
thank the villagers of
Lanchester
and
surrounding areas for their
help and support during
this period in raising funds
for a wide variety of good
and deserving causes.
The one remaining
function to be carried out
by the Lions Club is the FA
Cup draw, which will take
place in May at Lanchester

Social Club (date to be
confirmed). All other
future functions are
therefore cancelled.
THANK YOU ONCE
AGAIN AND GOODBYE
FROM LANCHESTER
LIONSCLUBMEMBERS
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Dear
Village....
The views expressed in letters
to the editor are not necessarily
those of the newspaper, the
editor or persons working for
the newspaper. The editor
retains the right to cut or
otherwise amend any letter
published. Letters must contain
your name, address and
telephone no., all of which
may be withheld at your
request.

Dear Village Voice
The library tradition in
Lanchester dates back
to the establishing of a
library centre in the
Primitive Methodist
church hall in 1927.
This was followed by a
part-time library service,
run in the Community
Centre and open two
afternoons
and
evenings a week in 1955.
Many
Lanchester
residents will remember
Lilian Downs who
worked there until the
full-time library was
officially opened on 12th
March 1975.
It had proved difficult
to find a suitable site for
a new library building,

How to
contact
the
Village
Voice
To advertise:
Contact John Hurran,
Advertising Manager
Telephone: (01207)
520288
Email: villagevoice
adverts@talktalk.net
General and news
enquiries: (01207)
520559
By email:
lanchestervillagevoice
@yahoo.co.uk (please
include Village Voice in
the Subject line).
By post:
The Village Voice, c/o
Lanchester Community
Centre,NewbiggenLane,
Lanchester,DH7 0PB.
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so when the Magistrates
Court and Police Station
was vacated in 1973, the
building was bought
because the ground floor
was considered suitable
for conversion into a
library.
Site and Buildings cost
£25,000 and a Building
conversion cost £188 48.
The total book stock was
16,600 volumes!
When the library was
opened in 1975 it was
staffed
by
Joan
Robinson,
Monica
Murfin and Lilian Downs.
Monica, of course,
stayed on until her
retirement in December
2012 and has proved to
be the very essence of
what a community
librarian should be.
Over
the
years
computers have been
added to the service and
Monica has always been
there to offer help and
guidance.
Older members of the
community have had the
benefit of her care and
consideration too, so
every age group has
been catered for.

THE
VILLAGE
VOICE
Monica has truly put her
heart and soul into the
library service in
Lanchester and she will
be sorely missed.
We all wish her the very
Best Wishes for a long
and happy retirement.
Joan Robinson

Dear Village Voice
Thanks to Great North
Run sponsors who
helped raise just over
£1000 for Childline.
After a long delay my
final
total
of
sponsorship from work
colleagues, family and
friends local and far
away with £400 added
from a bank has been
confirmed by NSPCC as
just over £1000.
My time as expected
was well off my past
best of 1 hour 41
minutes, but after a long
gap since last running a
half marathon in 2005 I
was happy to be in the
low 1’50s.
Thanks to all my
sponsors who helped
raise that final total.
Gavin Quiney

IT'S ALL
ABOUT PEOPLE

SPECTACLES
FOUND
Recently found on the
Lanchester Valley walk,
near Lizards Farm, a pair
of spectacles. There is
slight damage, though
they appear repairable.
Please phone 01207
528843 or mobile 07702
825183.

LOST KEYS
If you have found a set of
keys which were lost in
the Kitswell Park area on
Monday 14th January
2013, would you kindly
ring the following number
0777 188 61 21. Thank you.

CAN YOU
HELP THE
POLICE?
Damage was caused to
a vehicle parked on
Kitswell Road on the
evening of Saturday
12th January 2013
while Mass was
underway at All Saints
Church.
Police are requesting
that anyone with
knowledge of this
incident contact them
on the non-emergency
101 phone number and
the officer dealing is
PC 1302 Morrisroe;
alternatively contact
with information via
Twitter
on
Derwentside_A_Police.

CORRECTION
Unfortunately a mistake
occurred in the letter
printed in last month’s
paper from Mr W Austin.
The size of the pipe on the
proposed Cadger Bank
development should
have been quoted as 3638 inches. We apologise
to Mr Austin for this error.

COMMUNITY
DRAW
The winning number in
the Community Draw
for December 2012 is 53.
The draw was made by
Stephen McDermott of
the Gym.

FAREWELL MONICA
Monica Murfin who has
been a librarian in the
village since 1975 began
to say her goodbyes to
friends and regular
visitors to the library on
Thursday 20th December,
as she approached
imminent retirement. She
didn’t want any fuss but
reluctantly agreed to a
‘drop in’ session on that
day, with ginger wine and
cakes provided.
However, longstanding
friend and former
Librarian in the village,
Joan Robinson, who
worked with Monica and
Lillian Downs all those
years ago had different
plans. Monica was to
leave in style!
On Saturday 22nd
December just before the
keys were to be handed
over, Joan arrived with
local author Terry Deary,

Those who attended Monica Murfin’s surprise function on her retirement from the Library.
Between 40 and 50 people and children attended.
armed with boxes of
champagne and orange
juice and a Brian Ferry
Disc. Monica was in
complete shock but loved
every minute of it. People
began to arrive with their
many gifts, flowers and
cards. Mingling around

chatting to people was
lovely for Monica and
everyone else. Of course,
for the first time ever there
was music in the library
when open for normal
business. It had to be
Brian Ferry, Monica’s
heartthrob, whom she
travels to see regularly in
the UK and Europe.
Joan Robinson wrote a
magnificent
speech

highlighting Monica’s
dedication, inspiration to
children and adults, her
depth of local knowledge,
brilliant ideas for special
events including the
reading group, art
displays, craft sessions,
to name but a few, as well
as the only known library
with a gym class. The
speech was delivered in a
lighted hearted, amusing

way with consummate
ease by Terry Deary, well
known author and actor,
formerly Arts Officer at
Durham County Council.
Terry has known Monica
for many years.
With speeches made and
champagne flowing it was
a fine send off for a lovely
character and we all wish
her a very happy
retirement.

Left to Right: Monica Murfin, Terry Deary, Joan
Robinson, Richard Downs (Drawing of Library by
Richard given to Monica by Joan Robinson)

This photo was taken in December 1978 and features Lillian Downs,
Monica Murfin and Joan Robinson along with a Library customer.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
Are you interested in helping people?
Are you caring and a good listener?
Have you considered using your skills?
If so –
DERWENTSIDE BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP
NEEDS YOU.
Monica and Clare looking happy together at the
Thursday ‘drop in’ despite both leaving the
Library within a few days.

For more information telephone 0800 313 4220
and speak to Jean
Charity No 1073863
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LANCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Notes from the Ordinary Meeting 8th January 2013
Minutes
Ordinary meeting held on
11th December 2012 approved.
Planning Committee
Meeting held on 11th
December 2012 approved
Police Report - the next
police report will be
distributed at the end
of January and cover a
two month period. It
was agreed to ask the
new
PCSO
Lisa
Jackson to a future
Council meeting.
Green School - Helen
Johnson the Manager of
the alternative KS4
education provision at
the Green School
attended and gave
members an update and
thanked the community
for making the school
welcome. There was a
slight issue around
access to the school by
the public which it was
hoped
would
be
resolved by repairs to a

fence. The school is
seeking community
representation to its
Board and posters in the
village and an article in
the Village Voice will
provide
more
information on this.
Correspondence
(1) Lanchester Lions annual firework display
Members were informed
that the Lanchester
Lions would no longer
be organising the annual
fireworks display and
that Lanchester Cricket
Club were considering
taking this event over.
(2) LINk Newsletter received.
Area Action Partnership
& Parish Councils
Committee - Members
received an update.
Maintenance Progress
Report - Members
considered the report
which outlined the
maintenance
work
undertaken over the last
3 months. Members

thanked David Maddox
for all his work.
Financial report discussed and received.
Precept 2013/14 Report
Members considered the
implications of the
removal of the £6000
payment and the £1645
double taxation payment
previously paid annually
by Durham County
Council. In addition
members discussed the
impact of the new Local
Council Tax Support
Scheme
to
be
administered by the
County Council and the
predicted affect on the
reduction in the council
tax base.
It was agreed that the
precept be set at
£50,624.00 for 2013/14.
Accounts for Payment approved.
The next Ordinary
meeting of the Council
will be held on Tuesday
12th February 2013 at
7.15 pm.

1

A MESSAGE FROM
THE HOUSE ...
Happy New Year! I hope
that 2013 proves to be a
healthy, wealthy and drier
year than 2012.
2012 was the wettest
summer on records and
we certainly felt that with
flooding in the village in
June and October. I have
met with the Association
of British Insurers on the
general issues of flood
insurance and have been
able to raise individual
concerns on behalf of
constituents, particularly
those who are still out of
their homes or on behalf
of older or more
vulnerable constituents.
If your insurance
company has still not paid
out or if you are having
problems with flood
insurance please get in
touch and I will do what I
can to help.
On a more positive note,
Derwentside Homes have
now confirmed that they
have applied for planning
permission to build a
complex of luxury two
bedroom flats and
amenities for older people
on the former Lynwood
House site. I understand
that there are still some
issues to be ironed-out,
ensuring that access
arrangements do not
negatively impact on
neighbours, but once
those
issues
are

addressed this looks like
a first-class development
of apartments, some for
rent and some to buy, with
medical and social
facilities on site.
Derwentside Homes have
a good track record when
it comes to this kind of
supported
living
provision for older people
and anyone who wants to
see the quality of
provision that the new
Lynwood is aiming for
should visit Magdalene
House, Medomsley or
The Haven, Leadgate. I
think we have all been
concerned at the state of
the former Lynwood
House and I know that
Lanchester
Parish
Council has been
working with community
organisations to try and
establish
supported
living arrangements on
this site for some time, so
I am pleased that this is
finally moving towards a
conclusion.
I am always keen to hear
from constituents, so if
you would like to contact
me, please write to me at
Pat Glass MP, Gledstone
House, 26 Newmarket
Street, Consett, Co
Durham, DH8 5LQ, email
me at pat.glass.mp
@parliament.uk, or
phone my office on
01207 501 782.

D. FORSTER
EST 1995

U.P.V.C. WINDOWS & DOORS
ALL ASPECTS OF U.P.V.C. UNDERTAKEN
FASCIA - GUTTERING - SOFFITS
Doors
Bow Windows
from
£350
from £650

NO SALESMAN
CALL FOR FREE QUOTATION

HOME: 01207 581009
MOBILE 0771 820 1050
All windows and doors 70mm internal
beaded to British Standards
F.E.N.S.A. REGISTERED COMPANY No 30009
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‘NO ROOM AT THE INN’
These words are well
known words in the
Nativity Story. But they
became something of a
reality in Lanchester on
Christmas Eve. ‘Carols
on the Green’ on
Christmas Eve with
Lanchester Brass Band
and with David Hughes
in charge of the singing
programme has become
a tradition. It has been
held for at least 25 years
and there is always a
good attendance. It is
thought that only once
has it had to be held in a
church because of bad
weather BUT just as the
concert was about to

begin the rain decided
to descend, quite
heavily. It became clear
that umbrellas were not
enough to protect
people or the music and
instruments.
The
Reverend Rupert Kalus
came to the rescue. “I
am going to open up the
church. Follow me”, he
said. A huge crowd
surged forward and how
huge was soon revealed.
It was a case of ‘Come in
if you can get in’ and
standing room only. In
addition approximately
100 people stood
outside in the rain to take
part.

Lanchester Brass Band
conducted by Mr Peter
Bradshaw
played
enthusiastically at the
front of the church while
David
Hughes
announced
and
introduced the hymns
and the singing. The
ambiance
and
fellowship in the
beautiful historic parish
church was absolutely
terrific. Reverend Kalus
read the Christmas story
from the Bible and
somehow it had extra
significance for all those
present. That was
Christmas at its best!
Brenda Craddock

LANCHESTER CARPETS
THE QUALITY RETAILER GIVING
FRIENDLY RELIABLE SERVICE

- Free estimates
9 Church View
- Free local delivery
- Expert fitting service Lanchester
- Rugs and Vinyls
01207 521771
- 100’s Rems

David Chapman
Plumbing & Heating
Established 1981
Water Industry Approved Plumber

GAS SAFE REGISTER
For free estimate and advice

Telephone: (01207) 521501
Mobile: 07977 502536

KIMBA CREATIONS
PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES
LANCHESTER

01207 528839
07760 310276
Fully insured and
all work guaranteed

Denis Dunn
Electrical Services
ØElectric Motor Repairs
ØDomestic Electrical Repairs
ØPortable Appliance Testing
ØStairlift Sales and Repairs

Free Estimates
Tel: 07535271533
Email: denis.dunn@btinternet.com

fre
ee
sti
ma
te

The crowd rushes towards the Parish Church in the heavy rain

MORGAN PLASTERING & PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
Plastering/rendering
General property repairs
Garage conversions
All insurance work welcome
Specialists in damp proofing and damp repairs
Based in Lanchester - use local!
0781 8072339 or 01207 521294
www.morganplastering.co.uk

Robbie and others from Lanchester Brass shelter from the downpour
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GOLDEN WEDDING OF GEOFF AND JO PEACOCK
Seen here with glasses
in hand, Geoff and Jo
Peacock celebrate fifty
years of marriage, with
friends and family at a
‘drop in’ session at their
home in Brookview. A
further celebration was
planned with lunch at
the King’s Head.
Originally from Blackhill,
they were married in
Newcastle but have
spent most of their life
together in the village.

Geoff & Jo would like to
thank everyone who
came to their house to
celebrate their Golden
Wedding for the gifts
which they received and
especially for the
donations for Willow
Burn Hospice which
totalled
£160.00.
“Everyone seemed to
have an enjoyable day
and the memories will
last with us both
forever.”

SEARCH DOGS AT LILYDALE
If you are a dog lover the
place to be on Saturday,
15th December, was
Lilydale Pet Supplies.
Searchdog Sam was there
with owner Karen Fisher
of Teesdale and Weardale
Search and Mountain
Rescue Team. The idea
was to raise money for
their cause by customers
guessing the weight of
the dog. Prizes were a £20

voucher for the shop and
Hugo aftershave.
Searchdog Sam, a 5 year
old collie, was a stray. He
has been operational for
three years and has made
two very important
‘finds’. A tremendous
bond has been made
between minder and dog

which seemed obvious
when seen together.
Store owner Margaret has
supported this cause for
a very long time and Karen
would like to thank her for
that, and for the
opportunity to raise even
more money on this
occasion.

Lanchester Community Centre

Fitness 4 U
Open 7 days
a week

No long term
commitments

New Year, New Deal
Restricted Membership
50% off standard and concession prices.
Restricted to 15 mins per session.
Great for those of us who don’t want to do
long sessions in the gym.
For more details contact any member of the Fitness 4 U staff or
phone John Wilson (Community Association Manager)

Tel: 01207 521275

Dog lover, Kirsty Green, who went to the EP
School and is now at Durham High, is seen with
Karen Fisher and Searchdog Sam.

LILYDALE PET SUPPLIES
RELIABLE FREE LOCAL DELIVERY. BIG RANGE OF MAJOR BRANDS STOCKED.
LOTS OF TREATS, BEDS & TOYS.
Tel - 01207 529680
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LIKE US ON FACEBOOK.

www.lilydalepetsupplies.co.uk

GRANNY SMITH 103
Granny Smith, a
Londoner, who has
lived in the village for
over 30 years
celebrated her 103rd
birthday on Sunday
December 16th at
home, with family and
friends dropping in to
see her. What a truly
remarkable, lovely
lady who still lives at
home!

WEDDING CELEBRATIONS

Graham the Gardener
For all your Gardening Needs All Year Round
A Local Business, Free Estimates and Fully Insured
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Garden Maintenance
Turfing
Garden Tidy Ups
Tree, Hedge and Shrub Work
Weed Control
Beds and Borders
Contact Graham on
Grass Cutting
Tel No 01207 528016 / 521803
Tubs, Pots and Baskets 0796 2236826 / 0796 2236829

Richard Taylor

Installation Electrician
Based in County Durham, domestic
electrical work undertaken,
free quotations.
Tel: 01207 506098
Mob: 07595 504186

Email: enquiries@rdtelectricalsolutions.co.uk

Pad Secure
W indows - Doors - Locks
uPVC & TIMBER REPAIRS
MISTED GLAZING, HINGES, HANDLES & LOCKS
WINDOWS & DOORS SUPPLIED AND FITTED
24 HOUR LOCKSMITHS, CALL DAVID ON

TEL: 01207 501380 / 077 2580 3366
www.padsecure.co.uk

P KIRBY

Est 1987

Plumbing, Heating and Building Services
Specialists in Bathroom Refurbishment
Tiling, Shower panels, Pvc Ceilings
and all related Building work

Free Estimates
Tel/Fax: 01207 284230 Mob: 07836742359
Email pk.plumbing@live.com

Jane and John Reed, newly married with Bamburgh Castle in view

LIONS’ PUB CRAWL
Having dinner at the
King’s Head during the
Lions’ Pub Crawl were
Jane Laycock and
Sally Laverick who
were pleased to give
Santa a cuddle. The
total raised from The
King’s Head, The Black
Bull and the Social
Club was £131. The
Lions Club would like
to thank all proprietors
and contributors for
helping out once again
at Christmas.

IAN SAYER
Roofing Specialist
Tel: 01207 509862
Mobile: 07947 542570
e-mail: Iansayerroofing@btinternet.com
36,Gill Street, Consett, Co Durham DH8 7JT
SLATING - TILING - GUTTERING - REPAIRS
UPVC FASCIAS & SOFFITS - LEADWORK
FLAT ROOFING
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BOXING DAY HUNT
On a relatively mild,
overcast,
showery
morning, a large crowd
gathered for the annual
Braes of Derwent Boxing
Day Hunt. There were no
protesters!
The atmosphere was
convivial in the Queen’s
Head car park as Fiona
Wilson and helpers
distributed whisky, port,
mulled wine and hot
sandwiches to the
huntsmen, free of charge,
courtesy of Crinnions.
Riders and onlookers
listened attentively as
Master/Huntsman,
Richard Spendlove,
spoke with great passion
about the state of hunting
in the UK and the effect
this was having to the
countryside under the
current laws. He cited
many examples, too many
to record, as to why the
current Hunting Act
should be repealed.

Then they were off,
slightly late at just after
11.00 am. They headed for
Kitswell Road into the
fields crossing the main
road to Consett near the
lay by, over to Stoney
Heap, and on to the
Greencroft Estate where a
trail had been laid as ‘the
Hunt’ had gathered.
It was a great sight as the
horses left the Queens
with sound of the hooves
growing faster and faster
until it was over - almost
in a flash.

Anyone for sandwiches?

DENESIDE
TAXIS
(Kevin)
Local friendly service
Competitive rates
Tel: LANCHESTER

528882

Master, Richard Spendlove, makes an
impassioned speech

of
Exhausts at Rock Bottom Prices
We also specialise in

Performance (up to 26 inch) Low Profile and 4X4 Tyres
also

RUN FLAT TYRES (Now available fitted while-u-wait)

Ready for the ‘off’

or
Tyres, MOTs, Servicing,Timing Belts, Catalysts, Wheel
Balancing,Oil & filter change, Laser Tracking,
Brakes, Clutches, Diagnostics

And now we are class 4 and 7 MOT Testing Station
Car and Commercial
Brickflats Garage, Tow Law, Bp Auckland
Tel: 01388 730455 or 01388 730483
Web: www. ridleyexhausts.com
“Be Garage Wise”
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They’re off!

THE GREEN SCHOOL CHRISTMAS FAIR
The Green School
opened last September
offering alternative
education for those
pupils living in County
Durham aged 14-16 who
were not coping with
mainstream secondary
schooling.
It was decided to have a
Christmas Fair to support
a school project in
Tanzania.
Food
technology Teacher,
Catherine Forster, has
been interested in this for
some considerable time
and will visit the school in
February as a volunteer,
which she has been doing
many times during the past
four years. Any money
raised from the fair will go
to ‘Foot2Afrika’ and will

be put towards a perimeter
fence at the school.
As for the Fair it was light
and bright with plenty to
offer. The students had
made Christmas tree
decorations and a
magnificent gingerbread
house as well as other
cakes. Tombolas and
games were also available
as money raisers. Two of
the students stayed
behind to help at the fair
and seemed to enjoy it.
The staff were friendly
and very enthusiastic to
the point of dressing up
for the event, which
certainly added to the
Christmas atmosphere.
Santa looked a bit lonely
in his Grotto but did have
some young visitors.

Mainly school staff plus visitor, Josh, at the excellent cake table
An excellent presentation
in the form of a brochure
is available from the
school for anyone
interested in becoming a

volunteer in Tanzania.
This can be in almost any
discipline, as there are so
many diverse projects
being undertaken. It is
certainly a very beautiful

PARTY SPIRIT IN LANCHESTER
ON CHRISTMAS EVE

country to visit. The fair
raised just over £300
which was extremely
good for a first event of
this kind, with little
publicity.

BROOKLANDS WEDDING CARS
For all your Wedding
Car and Photograhy
needs visit
www.brooklandsweddingcars.com
Or phone 01207 520157

The girls in fancy
dress and Christmas
hats certainly
cheered up their
customers on
Christmas Eve.

Scott Bricklaying & Building Services
Specialists in all aspects of building services
New Builds, Extensions, Garage conversions,
Porches, Driveways and Garden Projects

Spice Girls at Talking Heads on Christmas Eve

All Work Guaranteed
(Help & advice with plans)

Contact Scott Somerville
01207 507433 Mobile 07734905364
Email: scott@scottbricklaying.co.uk
www.scottbricklaying.co.uk

Superwoman and ‘motley crew’ at New Image on
Christmas Eve

new image
hair & beauty

“North East Bridal
Champions”

North East Award winning
Premier Hair Salon
Specialist in all areas of Hairdressing

Beauty Treatment
Complete range of beauty treatment

For Women and Men
The Cooplands Girls on Christmas Eve

Celebrating 31yrs.
in hairdressing

1-2 Front Street Lanchester
01207 520331
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GRAEME DANBY VISITS LANCHESTER
undertaken
this
evening for the charity.
It was a most enjoyable
evening.
Graeme’s wife, Valerie,
had also come to
perform and Graeme
had brought a number
of his pupils from
Sunderland University
with him. They are
studying ‘Performing
Arts and as part of the
course are trained in
singing by Graeme.
They sang delightfully
as a choir as did the
choir from our EP
school. There were
also two sisters from
Consett, Olivia and
Mia Walker-Toward,
aged 14 and 8, who
performed beautifully.

On December 11th,
Lanchester EP School
had a visit from
Graeme Danby, an
international figure in
the world of music and
a native of our area. He
had come to meet and
rehearse with the
school choir who were
taking part in a concert
that evening in the
Methodist church.
The concert was being
held for the ‘Henry
Dancer Days’ charity
and Graeme Danby
was responsible for
the artistes taking part
in it. Henry Dancer’s
mother was present
and
of
course
delighted that such a
person as Graeme had

TIME 4 CHANGE?
IMPROVE YOUR DIET - IMPROVE YOUR HEALTH
VISIT www.lynnehowarthnutrition.com

Or call 07885 886879
20% discount with this advert

Graeme Danby conducts the choir at the EP school
Graeme and Valerie
sang several Tyneside
songs as part of their
repertoire, one of
which
was
the
favourite ‘I bought a
little whippet’.
All the music was
accompanied on the
piano by Graeme
himself
or
Mrs
Hemmings, who is the
mother of Jane Davis.
Brenda Craddock

3 Course Meal Sunday and Monday (All Day)
Tuesday to Saturday 12 to 7pm

Only £6.95
Traditional Homemade Greek Cuisine

HENRY DANCER
DAYS
Two events were held in
Lanchester in December
to raise money for young
people
with
Osteosarcoma: a Murder
Mystery
in
the
Community Centre (it was
the chef!) and a concert
with the well-known
singer Graeme Danby.
Graeme worked with
children from the EP
School prior to their
performing in the
Methodist
Church
alongside Graeme’s
Sunderland University
students and soloists
including his wife, Valerie.
These 2 events raised just
under £1000, which will
be donated to families to
help with the specialist
transport the condition

requires. So far the charity
has supported 15 families
throughout the UK - from
Newcastle to Belfast to
Bristol.
Events for 2013 include a
second Ball at Beamish
Hall on April 20th and a
Lyke Wake Walk in May.
We are now Komatsu’s
Charity of the Year 201213 and have benefited
from being a ‘Chosen
Charity’ in ASDA and
John Lewis in Newcastle.
Thank you to everyone in
Lanchester and beyond
who supported us in 2012
and made our first year so
successful.
Please
see
www.
henrydancerdays.co.uk
for information and
updates.

Ring 01207 438161
Take Away and Delivery available

LANCHESTER PLUMBING & HEATING LTD
Gas Safe & Oil Service Engineers
F ROM A L EAKING T AP T O C OMPLETE
C ENTRAL H EATING S YSTEM
NO JOB TOO SMALL
COMPETITIVE QUOTES ~ FREE ADVICE ~ NO CALL OUT CHARGE
CALL BARRY ON: (01207) 528139 OR (MOBILE): 07717174739
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Graeme Danby singing ‘The Whippet’
Photo by Gary Nattrass

CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS

Harry Carr conducts the Male Voice Choir and the Choral and Operatic
Society at their Celebration of Christmas
For many people this is
the place to be on the
Monday
prior
to
Christmas. They come to
sing and to listen. The
congregation sing carols
to the rafters, the two
choirs of the village lend
their voices to less familiar
Christmas songs and the
village clergy tell the
Christmas story. An
evening of celebration,
reflection and reverence
and the choirs’ choice of
music perfectly covered
this.
The combined choirs
started the evening with
the reverent Come now in
Awe set to the beautiful
tune Finlandia by Sibelius.

The mood was quickly
changed by the Choral
and Operatic Society with
a rousing rendition of
Gaudete! (Rejoice!), a
piece with 14th century
words set to 16th century
music Piae Cantiones. The
Male Voice Choir offered
Eileen and Alan Simmons’
reflective One More to
Count that asks questions
of all Christians. The
evening continued with
both choirs in fine voice
as they wove their way
through
beautiful
harmonic songs.
Sadly the evening had to
draw to a close but it did
so in fine style with ‘The
Choral’ singing a joyous

and intricate Stable Carol
written in 1992 by
Vaughan Meakins. The
men finished with a
2010 arrangement by
Alan Simmons of Oh
Holy Night before the
choirs came together
for Nazareth by Charles
Gounod. The finale had
to be Hark the Herald
Angels Sing and the
congregation sang their
hearts out.
The collection raised a
magnificent £350.63 for
Willow Burn.

Which players in an
orchestra can’t you
trust?
The fiddlers

What do you call a
woman who stands
between two goal posts?
Annette

What’s orange and fizzy
and comes down the
chimney at Christmas?
Fanta Claus!

What’s brown and sweet
and glides around an ice
rink?
Bourneville and Dean

Hear about the man that
collected five thousand
door knockers?
He won a nobel prize

1/2 Price
Sale
Starts Thurs
7th February
Front Street, Leadgate
01207 502355

LANCHESTER SOCIAL CLUB
NEWBIGGEN LANE LANCHESTER DH7 0PF
è WARM FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE

CRACKER JOKES
What do you call a man
who used to be interested
in tractors?
An ex-tractor fan

DAVISONS

è BINGO THURSDAY NIGHTS

è 50/50 DANCING FRIDAY NIGHTS
FOUNDED IN 1959

è ENTERTAINMENT EVERY
SATURDAY NIGHT

NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME
Concert room with seating for 180 available for functions
to any member of the community
Contact Richard Young or Trish Bennett on 01207 520475
or 01207 528304 for further information
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AMIGOS - THE FINAL CHRISTMAS PARTY
For the past 12 years
Amigos has been a
rollercoaster ride full of
highs and lows - lots of
fun, joy and laughter
tinged here and there with
a little sadness as friends
were lost along the way.
One really great high was
the celebration of Little
Betty’s 100th birthday
party - an amazing
occasion, and who, on
having seen it, could
forget the sight of Mrs
Wheatley in her reindeer
ears. In the past we’ve
enjoyed Christmas parties
in the Community Centre
(when Health and Safety
allowed such things!). All
three clergy in the village
joined with us for a truly
joyful celebration of
Christmas, with Pam on
piano
for
carols,
messages from the clergy,
sometimes nativity plays

Enjoying our meal
from Playgroup and a
fantastic dinner cooked
by some members of the
team + Santa of course,
with presents.
The closing of Amigos
has come with much

sadness and regret but it
has been inevitable. We
the helpers are all getting
a lot older; earlier in 2012
we lost our faithful driver
Tommy and there has
been the inevitable build
up of more and more
rigorous Health and
Safety requirements
which it was getting
impossible to sustain.
So, on Friday December
14th we held our final party

in the King’s Head and as
ever we were royally looked
after by the staff, fed with
a lovely Christmas meal,
visited by Santa and a good
time was had by all. A big
thank you to the King’s
Head for looking after us
so well over the years and
also to our lovely Santa
who has attended all our
Christmas parties.
We’ve enjoyed 12 years
of friendship and good

times together which we
sincerely hope will
continue into the future
as we plan to meet up in
the King’s Head on the
last Friday in the month
for a pensioner’s special
and a catch up on all the
gossip.
The date for your diary is
Friday, January 25th at
about 12.30 pm - we look
forward to seeing you all
there. Olive and Liz

Gardening in February

¤ GAS, OIL, LPG Service & Repair
¤ Landlord Safety Certificates
¤ Boiler & Appliance Servicing
¤ Full & Part Installations
¤ High Pressure Drain Cleaning
¤ Plumbing & Drains Unblocked

Martin Pearson
01207 294100
07909548507
m.g.p@live.co.uk
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February is a dormant
month in some parts of
the garden so the jobs for
the month are all about
preparation and pruning
plants whilst they are
dormant.
In the Flower Borders
February is a good time
to prune summerflowering Clematis,
overwintered Fuchsia,
Jasmine and other winter
flowering shrubs such as
Mahonia and Viburnum.
The large flowered
Clematis such as Nelly
Moser should be pruned
in Spring before they
start shooting by
removing any dead or
damaged stems and
reducing the remaining
growth back to a set of
strong healthy buds.

New flowering stems will
be produced from the
previous year’s growth.
Prune Fuchsia back to one
or two buds on each
shoot. Prune winter
Jasmine after flowering by
cutting back previous
year’s growth to 5 cm from
old wood and this will
encourage new growth
for next year’s flowers.
Prune Mahonia after the
flowers have finished by
cutting back the flowered
stems. Trim winter
flowering heathers as the
blooms fade which will
stop the plants getting too
leggy. To keep winter
flowering Pansies and
Violas flowering into
spring remove dead heads
and cut back to stop them
also becoming leggy. Lift

and divide snowdrops
whilst they are still green
if you want to increase
your stock.
In the Vegetable Plot
Start chitting early
potatoes by standing them
on end in a module tray or
egg box on a window sill or
other bright, frost-free
place. Start sowing
vegetable seeds such as
leeks, onions and celeriac
under cover.
General
Other jobs in the garden
include
trimming
deciduous hedges before
the birds start nesting,
washing empty pots by
scrubbing in hot water,
and, as the weather is still
cold, hanging fat balls out
for the birds and keeping
their feeders topped up.

LANCHESTER MAN WINS HIS
GREEN BERET
Darren Biggs (20) from
Woodlands, Lanchester,
has just received his
coveted Green Beret,
having successfully
completed 32 weeks of the
hardest initial military
training in the world.
Darren, who went to
Greencroft School and
New College Durham, has
now become a British
Royal
Marines
Commando. He passed
out at the Commando
Training Centre Royal
Marines at Lympstone,
Devon, with 145 Troop
on 18th January 2013 and
has now joined 45
Commando Royal Marines
based in Scotland.
The distinctive hallmark
of a Royal Marines
Commando is the Green
Beret. It indicates to
others that the wearer has
undergone gruelling and
physically demanding
tests of endurance, by
displaying
the

For all Repairs, Sales & Installation of
Domestic Appliances
(Including professional oven cleaning)
All work guaranteed - free quotes
Tel: 01207 591150 www.dars-consett.co.uk
Enquiries at dars.consett@gmail.com
Order your appliance parts at :www.dars-parts.co.uk

DURHAM ELECTRICAL MAINTENANCE ENGINEERS

Contact Paul Milburn for a Free Estimate.
Domestic & Commercial Electrical Work
carried out to IEE Wiring Regulations
18 BROADOAK DRIVE, LANCHESTER DH7 OQA

Phone 01207 529145 Mobile 07786 233417
EMAIL DEMEltd@taltalk.net

Jeff Smith School of Motoring
Lanchester Based

Darren Biggs proudly wearing his Green Beret
Commando qualities of
unselfishness,
cheerfulness
under
adversity,
courage,
determination and high
professional standards.

He said: “Finally after all
the hard work I am there,
it’s certainly all worth
while when you are
presented with your
Green Beret”.

SIAS (STATUTORY INSPECTION OF
ANGLICAN SCHOOLS) AT
LANCHESTER EP PRIMARY
This Inspection took
place at the start of
December over the
course of two days. The
inspector talked to
parents, pupils and Rev
Kalus as well as visiting
every class, observing
worship and watching
the children play and
have lunch. This was to
ensure he had a good
overview
of
the
school’s
Christian
distinctiveness, the
impact of Collective
Worship and the
effectiveness
of
Leadership
and
Management as a
Church School.
His overall judgement
was that ‘Christian
values are at the heart
of school life in this
warm and nurturing

D.A.R.S

Domestic Appliance Repair Service
Repairing appliances across Co. Durham

family environment and
provide the basis for its
success. As a result
children feel safe,
valued, supported and
challenged to reach their
full potential.’
He also stated some
established strengths
were:
* Christian ethos of the
school in which all pupils
are
valued
and
encouraged to succeed.
* Christian values are
lived out in action within
the school which makes
this an environment for
growth and learning.
* Enthusiastic
and
committed staff and
governors who work
well together as a team
and set a very good role
model for pupils.
* Close partnership with

the vicar, parish church
and wider community.
As always, there were also
some
areas
for
development which were
already identified in the
school’s
own
Development
Plan
including suggestions to:
* Re-introduce
the
Eucharist into school life.
* Incorporate the core
values into specific
policies.
* Use the evaluation of
worship to monitor its
success
and
possibilities for future
developments.
The staff and governors
are proud of this
successful outcome, but
as usual, intend to build
upon these strengths in
their
pursuit
of
excellence.

- Online Theory & Hazard
Training completely FREE
- Special rates for beginners
- Hourly lessons from £17/hour
- Gift vouchers available

Call:- 01207521201 or 07810870378
www.jeffsmith-som.com
Mobile PC Engineer
No Call-out Charges
Reasonable Rates
Cisco Certified

Repairs, Servicing, Upgrades, Diagnostics
Who you Gonna Call?

Crashbusters.
0191 389 0900 or 07855581013
email: crashbusters@gmail.com
www.crashbusters.co.uk

THE ODD JOB MAN
Providing an odd job service around
the Lanchester & Durham Area.

Fences, Hedges, Lawns
Flat pack furniture construction
Any other odd jobs around
the House & Garden.

Contact Simon on: 07863927105

Lanchester Bridal
Follow your heart right to our
door! Find the dress of your
dreams at an affordable price.
Handpicked new, sample and pre-loved
wedding, bridesmaid and prom dresses
5 Front Street, Lanchester, DH7 OLA
TELEPHONE: 07783689371
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CHRISTMAS COMES TO ALL SAINTS SCHOOL

A sea of Santa hats and reindeer antlers as the children of All Saints Primary School
celebrate the arrival of Christmas at their End of Term Musical Assembly
On December 19th, the
children of All Saints
Primary School celebrated
the arrival of Christmas
with their customary End
of
Term
Musical
Assembly. The school
hall was packed for the
performance, with an
appreciative audience of

family and friends,
besides the pupils
sporting a colourful
collection of festive head
gear. Deputy Head
Teacher Mrs Alison
Conlin introduced the
event, with a special
welcome to the several
musicians from St Bede's

Beautill e y

Mobile Beauty and Sports Fitness Therapy

NEW YEAR NEW YOU !!
DETOX AND UNWIND
Aromatherapy back
massage using
detoxifying oil and
mini facial £25
Hot stone full body
massage £26
Offer ends 11-2-2013
Call Ann on: 07534775077
Email: beautilley@hotmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/MobileBeautilley
AndSportsFitnessTherapy

School, who had once
attended the Primary
School and were a real
inspiration to the current
youngsters to work hard
and make progress in their
musical skills.
Opening the programme,
the brass players from St
Bede's School helped
create the Christmas spirit
with the Muppets theme,
'It's time to raise the
Curtain!'. After that, the
audience were treated to
a very enjoyable festive
musical fare from students

YOUNG MUSICIANS - ALL
SAINTS SCHOOL
On Wednesday 13th
December a lovely concert
was held for the whole
school with parents and
grandparents of the
children
involved
attending.
It
was
‘keyboard day’ as twenty
two pupils from years 1, 2

Special 3 Course Meal

Happy Hour

Only £4.95

Sunday-Monday
All Day & Night
Tuesday to Saturday
12-2pm & 5-30-7pm

Monday - Saturday
12-2pm & 5-30 - 7pm

of
both
schools.
Traditional and much
loved carols such as
'Away in a Manger' and
'In the Bleak Midwinter'
followed on from more
modern offerings such as
'Rudolf' and 'Little
Donkey'. There was the
opportunity for audience
participation in joining
with the familiar words,
and a really happy spirit
was present during the
show. Many of the brass
musicians and the
guitarists are working

towards exam grades,
and they demonstrated
their pieces with
confidence and flair.
Some of the young
guitarists perform on
electric guitars, and
these musical stars of
the future confidently
reproduced classic rock
and roll riffs, to the
delight of their listeners.
In
closing
the
performance,
Mrs
Conlin thanked the
audience for their
presence, and the young
musicians for their
excellent contributions.
Mrs
Conlin
also
recognised the very
great
amount
of
encouragement and help
the children received
from their families. The
young people are
confident in their
musical skills, and really
enjoy becoming familiar
with their instruments.
Another
great
performance from All
Saints! Well done!

and 3, all gave
demonstrations of their
progress since learning
the keyboard under the
expert tuition of Mrs
Deborah Knox, who
comes into the school on
a regular basis.
Each of the children
played a short piece of
music from well known
songs, nursery rhymes
and carols. It was a lovely

atmosphere and there was
some excellent playing
from these talented young
pupils. No doubt some of
them will be fine musicians
in the future provided
they show as much
enthusiasm as they did
today. They are dedicated
and practise regularly. All
did so well and were much
appreciated by their
audience.

Happy Hour only £3.95
Children’s Menu only £2.95
7 Day Evening Special - 3 Courses for £8.95
(To include any Pizza/Pasta and Selected Steak and Chicken Dishes)

We are now taking bookings for
Valentine’s Day
21 A Front Street Lanchester 01207 437572
One of the pupils who did so well at the All Saints
Music Assembly
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CAROLS AND HOT CHOCOLATE

Est 13 years

QUALITY CARE
FOR YOU AND YOUR HAIR
Ring Jeni, Michelle or Natalie
for an appointment
01207 520926

Lanchester Village
Taxis LTD.

588888

Est. 1986
24 Hr. number 07951 745335

Telephone 01207

AIRPORTS OUR SPECIALITY

EP ‘Carols on the Green’ was held at school due to inappropriate
conditions on the Village Green. Instead, children sang carols for the
parents at school, whilst the latter enjoyed their hot chocolate.

NATIVITY KEY STAGE 1

CARS - PEOPLE CARRIERS - MINI BUSES

Fully licensed and insured

Lanchester Based over 23 years
Wear Smart n Spray
Mobile Paint, Body & Trim Repair
If you’ve got a Scuff or Scrape,
a Dent or a Ding

I’m your man, call
Michael Willingale
07917607519
Repairs at your home

DOUBLE GLAZING
SPECIALIST

Kenny Lynotte, Jack Ledger and Kasey Thomas
It is an achievement to were depicted in this Baby Jesus, stable
have 90 children involved Nativity Play staged by animals, Shepherds,
in a Nativity play, but this Key Stage 1. There was Angels, Stars and the
was so at the Nativity Santa and his reindeer. three Wise Men. There
performance of Key Stage Santa’s Christmas Elves, were beautiful costumes
1 in the EP school in Christmas
Trees, mainly made by the staff
December 2012. Everyone Christmas
Dinners, and even the choir who
had a part to play and Christmas Presents, represented Carol Singers
played it very well. The Robin
Redbreasts, all wore a scarf and hat
choir were in very good Christmas Bells, Angels and gloves so that they
voice and had obviously and Stars who appeared looked the part. The
had to learn many words when the song was sung narrators were dressed
for their performance, but ’The stars come out for very smartly too in their
it was excellent.
Christmas’ Indeed the own clothes and did their
We know that the Nativity stars had come out that part very well. Ninety
Scene is of prime afternoon
because children to dress up to
importance in telling the everyone who took part make a tremendous
story of Christmas, but in that Nativity was a star. performance - incredible!
there are many other Fitting into the narrative Thank you children for a
aspects of Christmas were the familiar stable lovely afternoon.
which we enjoy. These figures, Mary and Joseph, Brenda Craddock

BRYMAR
Plastering Services
All aspects of internal plastering, alteration work
and home improvements. A quality, reliable and
professional service. For information and FREE
quotation contact Blair on:

07952 908 196
Shotley Bridge, Consett, Co Durham
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THE FOUNDATION STAGE NATIVITY
It is always a delight to
see
the
Nativity
performed by the very
young children. They
enjoy
having
an
audience especially
when it is made up of
their parents, and
grandparents, or their
childminders
and
friends. There were
waving hands and
beaming
smiles
everywhere in the really
packed school hall,
which all added to the
excitement and delight
of the performances for
all of the children. The
action had been very
cleverly adapted for the
understanding and level
of performance which
these very young

An important figure in the Nativity

Lanchestrians there’s still time to
claim your free bottle of
Lanchester wine for listing your
property with us. We have clients
registered & looking for property
to let or buy. We will run
alongside your initial agent on a
No Sale No Fee or No Let No Fee
basis. You have nothing to lose.
Please pop in or call the office.

01207 529900
www.alexander-lettings.co.uk
info@alexander-lettings.co.uk

Ron and Maralyn O’Keefe
are pleased to tell you that

The Glass & Art Gallery

Medomsley Road, Consett
has new, beautiful gifts and unique artwork arriving
every week giving you plenty of choice for every
occasion.
12 years in business and even more wonderful
items to choose from.
These may be tough times but our prices are still
very gentle. Come and visit us and see for yourself.
Visit our online shop on Facebook
- The Glass and Art Gallery
9.30 am to 4.30 pm Monday to Saturday
Tel: 01207 583353 Email: glassandartgallery@live.co.uk
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Little angels
nursery and reception
pupils could give and
the backcloth at the
back of the stage,
bearing the words ‘I
Spy Christmas’ gave the
clue to what we were
going to see. Various
pupils ‘I spied’ what
could be seen, in the
Nativity Scene. The
familiar characters were
all there in costume and
came onto the stage at
the appropriate time,
namely Mary, Joseph, a
donkey, the innkeeper,

the shepherds, the
angels, stars, and finally
The Three Kings. A
lively recorded tape of
music contributed to the
very nice singing and
many children had
obviously learnt every
word of every song very
conscientiously, which
was very good indeed.
Members of staff helped
and guided the children
through a beautiful,
charming, authentic
performance. Well done!
Brenda Craddock

EP SCHOOL NATIVITY AND CHRISTINGLE
The nativity entitled
Silent Night began with
a lively introduction of
‘Come
join
the
Celebration’. This theme
was followed throughout
the service beginning
with the explanation by
the children of how and
when the carol was
written.
The performance was
exceptional with word
perfect acting. It involved
hide and seek with the
children really enjoying
running about the church,
followed by a cleanup
session performed with

similar enthusiasm. The
costumes
looked
authentic Germanic/
Austrian, as was the
excellent dance routine,
reminiscent of our own
English Morris dancing.
At times the carol
singing was in German,
(Germany being in the
current
Comenius
project). Silent Night
sung by a little girl was
an absolute delight.
The nativity was serene
with all attired in white
whilst melodic singing
of the participants
embraced the occasion.

Candles were lit at the font
and the children from
year 3 slow marched
around the church
nervously clutching
their Christingles. It was
truly an emotional
experience. Some of the
parents were moved to
tears.
However the mood soon
lightened when Rev
Rupert Kalus included
the children in his
delightful, amusing
explanation of the
Christingle.
The
animation of not just the
children but the whole

congregation was a joy
to witness.
Thanks and praise were
given to the Head Teacher
and the children by the
vicar before Mrs Davis
went to the lectern to
thank the children,
particularly those in year
6 and year 3 who took part
in the service. Mrs Davis
included Rev Rupert
Kalus and her staff as
well in her emotional

speech. She concluded
by asking everyone to
pray for Mrs Jarvis, a
teacher for many years
at the school, who is
very ill.
The service ended with
the singing of ‘O Come all
ye Faithful’ before Rev
Rupert Kalus gave the
Blessing. It was simply a
wonderful Christmas
afternoon - a joy to be
there.

Lanchester Pharmacy
Front Street Lanchester
Telephone/Fax 01207

520365

• Discounted perfumes and gift sets
• Toiletries
• Makeup
• Wide range of vitamins and
supplements

We are here for your
health and care needs
David Chapman
Plumbing & Heating
Water Industry Approved Plumber

The nativity - Silent night

The easy way to turn off water

surestop - the easy
way to turn off
mains water at the
flick of a switch
Powered by water pressure - the surestop
requires NO batteries or electricity

Call David Chapman, a SURESTOP
registered installer, for advice and a
free estimate.
Children proudly carrying their Christingles
as they marched around the church

Telephone: (01207) 521501
Mobile: 07977 502536
Established 1981
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ENTERPRISE DAY AT THE EP SCHOOL
What a wonderful,
industrious day the
Years Five and Six
pupils had on the
Tuesday afternoon of
December 4th. It was
Enterprise Day and
representatives from
the
‘Durham
Education Business

Partnership were in
school.
The
partnership, based at
Newton Aycliffe aims
to prepare pupils for life
after school.
The team of five adults
presided over the two
sessions. Their leader,
Sandra Stephenson,

was accompanied by
a
former
chief
works manager for
Northumbrian Water
Company, a retired
Secondary
School
Teacher who had
taught children food
technology
and
needlework, a person

Team work produces good results

26 Front Street,
Lanchester Co Durham
01207 520265
Dental, Cosmetic & Implant Studio

Westlands Dental Studio dedicated to your Oral Health
Prevention is at the heart of everything we do to ensure you maintain
a healthy smile for life.

Why not book a FREE CONSULTATION with our patient
care co-ordinator for:^ A WHITER SMILE
^ PORCELAIN AND COMPOSITE VENEERS
^ CROWNS AND BRIDGES
^ SIX MONTHS SMILE
^ INVISALIGN
^ INMAN ALIGNER
^ DENTAL IMPLANTS - ALL ON 4™ -TEETH IN A DAY

from ‘The Identity
and Passport Service’;
and a ‘Durham Victim
Support Counsellor’.
The morning theme for
the younger children
was ‘Duck Day’. The
children enjoyed their
session enormously
and the ducks they
created
were
wonderful.
The afternoon session
was a challenge for the
older students when
they had to work as a
team. The topic was
‘Eco Houses’ and the
pupils had to pretend
they were builders and
architects who had
been given a piece of
land for building
houses.
The
pupils
or
‘architects’
and
'builders’ had all sorts
of ideas and wonderful

representations of their
plot of land began to
emerge. The hall was
totally alive with
conversations
and
activity
It
was
interesting to listen to
their
discussions,
especially their ideas of
'Eco Friendly’ houses.
There was certainly
good use of solar
panels.
Each group appointed
someone to give a
presentation of their
work. The confidence
and
prowess
in
presenting skills was
excellent. It is true to
say that every pupil
was fully engaged in
this enterprise and
would
obviously
benefit greatly from it.
It was a very productive
afternoon.
Brenda Craddock

MESSY CHURCH
Our new vicar Reverend
Rupert Kalus has
introduced
‘Messy
Church’ to the Parish
Church. It is a fairly new
initiative for church
ministry, and is essentially
a once monthly time when
families come together to
enjoy being together,
making things together,
eating together and
celebrating God together.
It is not just an ordinary
fun, activity day, because
it is an event for children
and their carers or parents
together and there is an

element of worship
underpinning it all. Any
family from Lanchester
community is welcome to
attend and in the three
months of its existence 40
children with one or two
adults have attended and
there have been very
positive comments.
It is held in the Chapter
House, on the last Sunday
of the month, from 3.45 pm5.45 pm, (December
excepted). We would love
to see you and your
children there.
Brenda Craddock

At Westlands Dental Studio we pride ourselves as a
“Family Friendly Practice” and are currently welcoming
new patients.
We offer appointments to suit all our patients needs,
whether it be early morning, late evening or Saturday
appointments.
Please call Dorothy on 01207 520265 for any queries or to
arrange an appointment.

www.westlandsdentalstudio.co.uk.
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Messy Church, Busy Church

NEW YEAR'S EVE CEILIDH
Once again Elaine Williams
of the Wildlife Group
organised a superb New
Year’s dance in the
Community Centre. The
music was provided by

The Angels of the North
Ceilidh Band. The caller
Noel Jackson got everyone
up to dance and enjoy
themselves. They were
entertained by some fine

Appalachian
clog
dancing, fed by a
sumptuous faith supper
and enjoyed a few bevvies.
Is there a better way to see
in the New Year?

My home furnishing service
From Hand Made Curtains to Garment Alterations
Call Alice on 01207 529797
or mobile 07913 789080
Free collection and delivery within local area
No job too small

Angels
of the
North
Ceilidh
Band

Specialists in all areas
of domestic renovation
For All Your Property Needs

Dancers
enjoying
the
ceilidh
on New
Year's
Eve

Over 10 years experience
We are based in Lanchester

Tel: 07789481500 or 01207 528639
Email: jacproperty@yahoo.co.uk
Visit www.jacproperty.co.uk for examples of our work

F R E D

WILLOW BURN NEWS
Happy New Year from
the Income Generation
Team. We have had an
extremely successful
December and are
looking forward to a
fantastic 2013!
Many thanks to everyone
who came along to our
Light up a Life service at
St Bede’s. It was
enlightening, uplifting
and a huge source of
comfort. All of the
generous donations,
received in memory of
loved ones, amounted to
nearly £11k, which is up
by a third on 2011 … and
we are still receiving
money!
Our Tree of Remembrance
too, was a great success in
2012. We need to thank
Matalan and Lanchester
Nurseries for supplying
such a beautiful tree, but we
also need to thank the
public for helping us to
raise over £4,000. Again
this is a brilliant increase

over last year’s donations.
We had so many one-off
donations
from
individuals, groups and
companies, who gave in
lieu of Christmas cards
over the festive season the total sum will run into
thousands of pounds.
What a simple but fab
fundraising idea! Maybe
you could organise a
similar scheme to run at
your workplace or in your
pub/club in 2013?
Our sincere thanks go to
trustee, Paul Jackson,
who raised nearly £3,000
by way of a ‘work’s do’ at
Lumley Castle - his
unceasing loyalty and
commitment to Willow
Burn is a blessing to
members of staff,
volunteers and patients
alike.
Hospice staff and
volunteers who helped
with
the
Durham
Shopping Extravaganza
2012, were thrilled to hear

of the success of the
project, as Willow Burn
received a cheque for
£6000 as part of the
proceeds. As well as
making £112 from the sale
of Xmas cards, the
hospice was also in
receipt of matched
funding from the County
Durham Community
Foundation amounting to
£600. Again, grateful
thanks to everyone who
took part.
Our new Events Diary will
be published in a couple
of weeks. If you would
like a copy so that you
can add dates to your
calendar, please tel.
Danielle on (01207)
529224.
If you’d like to help raise
money for the hospice or
would like any advice or
support in organising an
event, please contact
sfox@willowburn
hospice.org.uk or tel.
(01207) 523295.

M c A L OAN

ELECTRICAL SERVICE
Additional Sockets, Lighting, Showers
Cooker Points, Full or Part Rewires
RELIABLE & DEPENDABLE SERVICE
NO JOB TOO SMALL PART P REGISTERED

Free Estimate & Friendly Advice
0781 3202 470
01207 500770

All aspects of horticulture are covered, from a
full design and landscape service, down to
small garden maintenance jobs
vPaving
v Decking
v Fencing
vTurfing
vRegular Maintenance
vHedge / Tree Pruning and Removal
For free estimate contact Wayne Cowell on
07939029240 or 01207 520027

Armstrong Plumbing & Heating
ðFull heating systems installed.
ðBoiler replacement and servicing.
ðAll plumbing jobs (Small and large).
ðComplete bathrooms installed.
ðDisabled bathrooms new or modified.
Telephone: (01207) 507356
Mobile: 07812427990
GAS SAFE REGISTER No 206608
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CROSSWORD 81
ACROSS
1. Sweet odour (9)
6. Cheek (5)
9. Stargazer (3,7,5)
10. Aggressive boys
(4)
11. Interrogation (8)
14. Representation got
a crimp (9)
15. Feel (5)
16. Having the edge
(3-2)
18. Trust (7,2)
20. Where Moses was
discovered (2,6)
21. Saga (4)
25. Now (2,4,3,3,3)
26. Enemy state in Asia
(5)
27. Baptismal sponsor
(9)

DOWN
1. Suspicious (5)
2. Oxygen dependent
(7)
3. Wander (4)
4. Point to first zoo for
spy (4)
5. Geological feature
(10)
6. Naïve (10)
7. Ideal (7)
8. Always verdant tree
(9)
12. U n d e r s t a n d i n g
pointer I take on (10)
13. Bloodhound perhaps
(7,3)
14. Nearness (9)
17. Correction (7)
19. Redeem ape exit (7)
22. Box (5)
23. Ogled (4)
24. Lost civilisation
found in Cambodia (4)

ANSWERS TO CROSSWORD 80
Name __________________________________
Address ________________________________

Please send your entries (by deadline date on back
page) to The Village Voice, c/o Lanchester Community
Centre, Newbiggen Lane, Lanchester, DH7 0PB.
Part P Registered

Specialising in Rewires, Inspections &
Testing. All types of electrical work
undertaken. NO JOB TOO SMALL
Call Brian 01207 283944 or
07534739335
ALL WORK GUARANTEED
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ACROSS
trivia
6. slipshod
9. not bad
10. it is said
11. turn of speed
15. Rwandan
17. laconic
18. categorical
22. sunbeams
23. stroll
24. emotions
25. heresy

CROSSWORD 80 4.
There were 16 entries in
last month’s crossword
competition.
Congratulations to
Barbara Irvine of
Deanery View who
was the winner in the
draw and will receive
the £10 prize.

DOWN
1. Mikado
2. fly the flag
3. episodic
4. tincture
5. interval
7. head
8. duds
12. sanctimony
13. anecdote
14. ice lolly
16. decrepit
19. rotter
20. isle
21. undo

SUDOKU
There is just one simple rule in Sudoku. Each row and each column must contain
the numbers 1 to 9, and so must each 3 x 3 box. See next month for answers.

WI
President
Jennifer
Macdonald welcomed
members to our first
meeting of 2013 before
Jean Forster gave the
reading. Subscriptions
were taken and tickets
given out for the ballet
and
Mousetrap.
Members were asked if
they would be interested
in forming a WI darts
team, there was a good
response so if you are
interested please see
Angela or Heather. The
list was out for members
to help with raffles,
readings and votes of
thanks.
Barbara Sproat won the
raffle
and
the
competition winners of
hats made with paper

and 6 pins were Ann
Carr and Jennifer
Macdonald.
Our speaker this
evening was Jim Russell
who stepped in at very
short notice. Jim who is
quite a recent arrival to
our village entertained
us with poetry written
by himself, friends
and Gervase Phinn. The
poetry ranged from the
very funny to serious
and thought provoking,
a poem about a
gentleman telling his son
and new wife he would
come and live with them,
acting as his son had at
home, had us laughing
out loud, as did the
children’s nativity play.
Others such as poems

written by an 85 year old
in an old people's home
and Jim's own poem on
prison visiting made us
stop and think about how
we see others and how
they see themselves. We
really enjoyed all Jim's
poems and look forward
to hearing more in the
future. Thank you Jim.
Jennifer gave the vote of
thanks and the evening
ended with Jim joining us
as we enjoyed two
delicious homemade
soups made by June.
During
December
members attended the
WI Carol Service in
Durham Cathedral along
with other Durham WIs, a
wonderful Christmas
event.

ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING AND BRICKWORK
Re-Skims, Ceilings, Concreting, Pointing ... etc
Over 20 Years’ Experience. All Work Guaranteed

Free Estimates. No Job Too Small
QUALITY WORK AT AFFORDABLE PRICES
Telephone: (01207) 284881 Mobile: 07813 339467

Mobile Bicycle Repairs
Lanchester’s own bike mechanic
Cytech qualified, Pick-up/drop-off service

07985 321203
neil@theflyingspanner.co.uk

A D VA N C E D
DECORATING

David Gallagher

Painter and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES
4 Woodside Tce,
Stanley
Co. Durham DH9 7HG
01207 231338
07887 881396
davidg3001@talktalk.net

www.advanced-decorating.org.uk
11B Front Street
Lanchester Durham
Tel: 07910 080 209

Jacqueline A. Brough

H.N.D., I.I.H.H.T., M.G.B.T.

Beauty Therapist, Reflexologist,
Electrolysist, Reiki Master

To avoid disappointment please book
your appointment in advance
www.aurahealthbeauty.com
Email: aura.beauty@live.co.uk
Facebook: Jackie aura Durham
Speaker and competition judge Jim Russell with Ann Carr,
Jean Forster, Jennifer Macdonald, Ann Grosvenor,
Angela Velleman and Heather Muir wearing their
competition hats.

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Vegetable Soup
until the vegetables
2 Carrots
onion, leek and celery
are soft.
sticks.
1 Parsnip
2. Melt the butter in a 5. Remove from heat, pour
Small Turnip
into liquidiser and
saucepan, add the
1 large Onion
blend until smooth.
vegetables and cover
2 large Celery sticks
6. Return to saucepan
the pan.
1 Leek
and add more liquid (if
3. Fry very gently
25g/1 oz Butter
necessary) for the
without browning for
900 ml/11/2 Pints Water
required consistency.
a few minutes shaking
1 Vegetable or Chicken
7. Reheat to serve (can
the pan frequently.
Stock Cube
be frozen to use when
4. Pour in water, add
Salt and Pepper
required). Season with
stock cube and bring
1. Cut the carrots,
salt and pepper as
to the boil. Lower the
parsnip and turnip into
appropriate.
heat and simmer gently
small pieces. Chop the

J. DANIELS JOINERY
6 panel grained Internal doors supplied
and fitted from £60 inc.
hinges and handles
~Doors~Skirting~Loft storage~Spindles~
Time served joiner specialist in property
renovation. References available.
For a free quote call Jon on

Tel: 01207529442
Mob: 07786248574
ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S
SUDOKU
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Country
Market
On
Saturday
2nd
February, 10 am - 12 noon,
come along to the Country
Market in the Community
Centre for your fresh
produce, cakes, pies,
jams, chutneys, eggs,
plants, etc.

Lanchester
Social Club
Saturday 2nd February,
CHRIS JAMES, Clubland
Award Winning Vocalist
Sunday 9th February,
JOLENE, Super Vocalist
Saturday 16th February,
GARY JAMES, Vocalist
(pop swing soul)
Saturday 23rd February,
HAYLEY
STORM,
Stunning Young Vocalist

Sunday Bridge
Come and enjoy a relaxed
afternoon playing Bridge
in the Community Centre
on February 3rd from
2.00 pm.
Only £3.
Everyone welcome.

Lanchester
Bridge Club
The club has a friendly
atmosphere with a few
club rules. We have
very enjoyable meetings
while playing the best
card game ever. If you
are not a Bridge player
already it might seem to
be a confusing game, but
once you learn the basics,
you can spend a lifetime
improving your game.
If you can play bridge,
however rusty or sharp
you might be, we can
accommodate you, or if
you are ready to learn the
basics, lessons are
running in the Community
Centre on Thursdays.
Contact may be via the
secretary Jan Vasey on
521948 or m. 07802721003
or email janvasey
@aol.com.
It isn't just for silver
tops, and it really does
help to keep your brain
active and it doesn't cost
very much to have some
good clean fun. Go on
what are you waiting for?
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Paradiso Club
The next Social will be on
Sunday February 3rd,
7.00 - 9.15 pm in the Main
Hall of the Community
Centre. There will be a
Raffle, Refreshments and
the opportunity to see the
film 'THE ARTIST'.
Described as 'a witty and
moving homage to the
silent movie era, an
exquisitely
judged,
gloriously funny and
achingly tender film’.
It is a beguiling love
story, a miracle of
entertainment.
The
romance is gentle and
passionate ... an older
established movie star
helps a talented young
woman on the path to fame
only to see his career
decline as she hits the big
time. The film got rave
reviews, do come!
Entry £2.50 for members,
£3.50 for occasional
visitors, £2 for young
persons, This covers the
raffle, refreshments and
film.

Craft and Chat
This will take place in the
Community Centre on
Monday 4th February,
7.00 - 9.00 pm, £10 to
include all materials.
Telephone 01207 521275
to pre-book a place.

WI
The next meeting will be
held in the small hall of the
Community Centre on
Monday 4th February
starting at 7.00 pm.
The speaker will be Jane
Pegram on Preserves and
Farmers Markets, and
Lynn Howarth, a
Nutritional Therapist.
The competition will be a
decorated jam jar. If you
would like to come along
as a visitor please do, you
will be sure of a warm
welcome.

Open House
The next Open House will
be on Thursday 7th
February, 11.30 am - 1 pm in
the Chapter House when a
light lunch will be served.

Durham
Dramatic
Society
At The City Theatre,
Durham,
between
Sunday, 10th February,
and Saturday, 16th
February. ‘The Constant
Wife’ by Somerset
Maugham, a comedy
depicting
relations
between the sexes, where
understanding
and
tolerance
prevent
disaster. Performances
start at 2.30 pm on Sunday
and 7.30 pm on Monday
to Saturday. Tickets cost
£6.50 and are obtainable
from the Gala Theatre Box
Office,
Durham.
Telephone no. 0191 332
4041 Concessions are
available on Sunday and
Monday at £5.

New Plays
Local playwright Tom
Casling is such a prolific
writer that Chester-leStreet Theatre Group are
producing two of his
plays in the same week.
On Mon, Wed and Fri
11th, 13th and 15th
February 'An Honourable
Man'. Patrick has kept the
local brass band going
after the miners’ strike to
raise money for good
causes while his brother,
a parish priest, has got
himself into a spot of
trouble. A tale of sibling
rivalry
and
misunderstandings with
plenty of comedy.
On Tues, Thurs and Sat
12th, 14th, 16th February
'Frozen Assets', a riotous
comedy with a plot that
hangs on a misguided lie
and its consequences.
Curtain up at 7.15 pm.
Tickets £7 or both plays
for £10. Telephone 0191
388 3778 or 0191 388 5957
or pay at the door.

WHA
T’S ON?
WHAT’S
Junior/Family
Wildlife
The next meeting will be
on Sunday 17th February
at Malton. Meet in the car
park at 10 am.

Mothers' Union
This month's meeting is
on Ash Wednesday, l3th
February and there is an
Ashing Service in church
starting at 7 pm.
Afterwards we will hold a
short meeting in the
Chapter House.

Kids' Club
On Mon 18th February,
the film 'Lorax' will be
shown from 2-4 pm in the
Community Centre. Only
£2 per person. All
welcome.
A Crafternoon will be held
on Friday 22nd February
from 2-4 pm in the
Community Centre with
the theme 'Mother's Day',
£3.50. Please ring 01207
521275 to book a place.

Lenten
Lunches
Lenten lunches will be held
at The Methodist Church
on Tuesdays, 11.30 am:
February 19th, February
26th, March 5th, March
12th, March 19th.
Please bring lunch to share
between 11.30 am - 12.00.
Tea is provided.
12.00 - 1.00 pm, we will be
following the York Course,
2013, ’Glimpses of God’.
Everyone is welcome.

Flower Club

Wildlife Group

On Wed 27th February in
the Main Hall of
Lanchester Community
Centre at 2 pm, the 40th
AGM will be held, followed
by a demonstration
'Sugarcraft' by Ann
Holmes of Stanley.

On Tuesday 12th
February, at 7.30 pm in
the Small Hall of the
Community Centre,
Rachel Hepburn will give
a talk on 'Care of
Hedgehogs'.

The next meeting will be
on Wednesday 27th
February at 7.15 pm in the
Community Centre. All
welcome.

PACT Meeting

Thursday Club
A few days before
Christmas, 21 members
turned up to reminisce
about Christmases long
gone, sing carols and enjoy
mince pies and sloe wine a lovely relaxing amusing
companiable afternoon
spent with friends. By the
time you read this we shall
have enjoyed our New
Year party at Deanos.
On 21st February in the
Small Hall of the
Community Centre at
1.30 pm we will hear
Glynnis Grainger telling us
all about 'Mata Hari - the
spy who never was'. I look
forward to seeing you all
there.

Music with
Canon Spence
Why not join us for one of
the great musical evenings
to celebrate the Golden
Jubilee of the Ordination
of Canon Robert Spence.
There’s something for
everyone.
‘Concert of Sacred Music’
Handel, Haydn, Vivaldi,
Faure and Jenkins,
Lanchester Choral and
Operatic Society, Friday 1st
March, 7.15 pm, All Saints
RC Church, Kitswell Road.
Soloists will be Elizabeth
Woods, Kathleen Ireland,
Richard Woods and Ian
Gray.
Refreshments
afterwards in the Parish
Centre. Tickets £8 01207
520172 or 01207 521458.
‘Golden Harmonies’ A
medley of folk, blues and
country from the last 50
years, Ray and Terry,
Saturday 9th March,
7.30 pm, Lanchester Social
Club. Tickets: £5 to include
pie and pea supper 01207
528488.
‘An Evening with Vin
Garbutt and Friends’ A
gala bill of folk including
folk legend Tom Gilfellon
and MACK. Wednesday
24th April, 7.30 pm, Gala
Theatre Durham. Tickets:
£10 (£9 conc) Box Office
0191 3324041.

MUSICAL MINIS
Every Friday afternoon
a delightful session
takes place in the
Community Centre for
tiny tots. These little
tots all enjoy a valuable,

musical experience, led
by an experienced
leader. ‘Musical Minis’
is a company which has
been in existence for 22
years but came to

Lanchester in 2010. Mrs
Jackie Stedman owns
the Franchise and she
has one other helper,
namely Mrs Ruth
Adamson who lives in

Adam and Charlie enjoying percussion

imaginative skills. The
children enjoy it
enormously and their
happy faces are always
a joy to see.
The success of the
sessions is due, to a
large extent, to the
leader, Ruth, who has
an excellent rapport
with the children and
shows
infectious
enthusiasm for this
work. It is really true
to say that the mums,
grandmothers,
grandfathers
and
childminders enjoy it
as much as the
children!
Why not give it a try?
Ruth would love to see
you. We all would! You
won’t be disappointed.
Brenda Craddock

Chester-le-Street. It is
Ruth who takes the
sessions in Lanchester.
Sessions are taken every
week throughout the
school term, and in
Lanchester there is one
session on a Friday
afternoon, 2.00 pm to
2.45 pm. The musical
programme is very well
organised and allows
the children to hear and
respond to varied
patterns of music,
through action rhymes
and through playing
instruments
eg,
tambourines, drums,
jingling bells, maracas,
and mini glockenspiels.
There is also the use
of storytelling and
puppetry, which is good
training for listening and

YOUTH, JUSTICE AND PEACE AT ST BEDE’S
Continued from page 24
Usually people come for
help a couple of times until
they are back on their feet.
In these tough times, the
charity is emptying its
shelves on a daily basis.
The Youth Justice and

Peace team, touched by
this message, resolved to
make a difference before
Christmas. At every mass
in the nine parishes in the
deanery, students spoke
very confidently to
parishioners about the

need to support the poor
in our own community.
The response from
every parish was
overwhelming and on
Friday, 14th December,
representatives joined
us in a celebration of the

mass and then joyfully
received the food. They
were very emotional at
what our students had
achieved. They were
touched by the generosity
of the young people and
on behalf of all those who

would receive the food.
On behalf of all in our
community, ‘thank you’
to the many parishioners
who contributed to this
wonderful charity. This is
the true message of
Christmas.

LATEST FROM THE CRICKET CLUB
The Christmas Feast was
held at the brilliantly
transformed club on the
22nd December and was
a great night. Tables were

bedecked with winter
flower arrangements,
table cloths and crackers,
whilst the club was
suitably decorated with

tree et al. The feast was a
four course affair. Gary
Welford provided a
choice of starters, with
Irene Cooper creating a

A very festive Cricket Club, ready for their Christmas Feast

winter vegetable broth
for the second course.
Crinnions kindly cooked
the beef and turkey and
loaned the hot plates to
keep everything warm for
serving. Jeff Wingfield
carved the joints whilst
everyone
helped
themselves to the vast
array of vegetables, with
every option available.
Jacqueline McConnell
home produced the
dessert options that gave
everyone a difficult but
extremely
pleasant
choice at the end of the
meal.
When the food was eaten
and the tables cleared, a
raffle and game of
stand up bingo preceded
the evening’s vocal

entertainment provided
by Pete McDonald. A big
thanks to Jim Potts who
was instrumental in
getting the event
organised.
January is a quiet time for
the club as plans are made
to arrange net practice
sessions and lay the
foundation for the
forthcoming season. The
new nets at the Louisa
Centre will be given their
first airing by the club
starting Sunday 27th
January, between 2 and
4 pm. This will be the first
time juniors and seniors
will practise alongside
each other thanks to Louisa
Centre having five lanes.
Here’s wishing you all a
Happy New Year.
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TABLE TENNIS CHRISTMAS PARTY

Members of the Lanchester Table Tennis Club including winners of the annual ‘Open Handicap Knockout Tournament, 2012’.
About 30 people attended for a Christmas Party with a buffet and Awards Ceremony. Those proudly holding their trophies in
the photograph are: John Cook, Joe Hume, Sam Hume, Lauren Cook and Jacob Days.

YOUTH, JUSTICE AND PEACE AT ST BEDE’S
On Thursday, 22nd
November, students at St
Bede’s launched their
own Justice and Peace
group, in Lanchester
Parish hall. Every year
group and every parish
in this deanery was
represented.
The group was the
initiative of students who
had been confirmed this
year and who wanted to
do something for the poor
in their community. Father
David Smith, curate at St
Joseph’s Stanley and St
Patrick’s Dipton, Mrs
Hutchings, RE teacher at
St Bede’s and Kirstie, our
school
chaplain
supported the students
who decided that it was
time to put their faith into
action.
At Thursday’s meeting,
two ladies from the
Food4U group in Consett,
spoke to the students
about their charity which
is based in Consett and
Stanley. Food is collected
and then distributed to
people who have lost their
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The Youth, Justice and Peace Team from St Bede's with the vast array of food
they had collected to help the local charity, Food4U.
jobs; their benefits have
either been stopped or
delayed or they are
struggling financially.
Food4U aim to provide
three breakfasts, three
lunches and three evening
meals to people in need.
....Continued on page 23

NEXT
DEADLINE
Please send any articles
for the next Village Voice
by Tuesday 12th
February The deadline
for adverts is 10th
February.
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